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gee would learn something of the slavery of Gua- 
galoupe and Martinique, and the other colonies of 
the French Government. If the gentleman had 
understood the subject, if he had looked at suffer- 
ing humanity which existed on those islands, he 
would not have asked where in the French colonies 
slavery existed? He had not expected such a ques- 
tion. The gentleman from Tennessee should have 
known that the Government under Louis Philippe, 
years ago, Sought to throw off the shackles of the 
slaves of Guadaloupe and Martinique. They had 
jis (Mr. G.’s) sympathies, and he believed the 
same love of liberty which pervaded his heart, the 
same desire to raise the bowed down and degraded, 
the same anxiety for the diffusion of intelligence and 
the exaltation of virtue which he felt, influenced 
the heart of the gentleman from Tennessee. He 
was pleased to hear the gentleman from Tennessee 
say that he approved of the abolition of the slaves. 

Mr. HASKELL said he might not have ex- 
pressed himself very clearly. What he intended 
to have said was, that the South was no propa- 
gandist on the subject of slavery. ‘The South did 
not desire to extend it, but they desired those who 
held slaves to act for themselves, without exterior 
interference, and to abolish them for themselves, if 
they pleased to do so, and the South would not 
complain. If France emancipated her slaves, the 
South would not complain. ‘They would not com- 
plain if Kentucky did so too. In this Tennessee 
would have no right to interfere, 

Mr. GIDDINGS rejoiced to hear that. The 
conversion of the South on the subject of slavery 
was absolutely more sudden than that of St. Paul. 
Light had come upon their path suddenly, and he 
regretted that it was not in his power to express 
the gratitude of his heart on hearing such cheering 
intelligence. 


Mr. HASKELL hoped the gentleman from | 


Ohio did not understand him to be a quasi abo- 
litionist, nor a half-way slavery man. 
the institution of slavery to be of divine origin, 
and that God in his wisdom had made negroes for 
the benefit of white men. But, while he believed 


He believed || 


that he had the right to hold slaves, and that Ten- | 


nessee had the right to uphold the institution of || 


slavery, and that nobody else had the right to in- 
terfere with them, neither he nor she desired to 
interfere with others, 

Mr. GIDDINGS was always glad to be unde- 


ceived. If the gentleman from Tennessee had no | 


pulsation for humanity, he desired to hear the gen- 
tleman say so. But allusion had been made to 
complexion, and he desired to ask the gentleman 
where he would draw the dividing shade? Was 
it half white, quarter white, or two-thirds white? 
If they went to the plantations of some gentlemen 
inthe South, various shades of color would be found. 
Here was a grave question, which came home to 
his understanding, and he would like to know where 


children, confined in that prison-house, whose hu- 
man flesh was an article of commerce. That slave 
trade was maintained by the laws of Congress, by 
whose sanction they had seen their servants taken 
from their very presence by inhuman slave-dealers, 
and, gagged and manacled, borne to slavery. The 
law by which it was done was their own law—a 
law passed by Congress, and upheld for years, and 
which they continued to sustain; and yet they were 
now complimenting the French because they had 
stricken the shackles from their own slaves! Now, 
would it not recoil on themselves? Would not the 
French cast it back upon them with indignation ? 
| Would they not look with disgust on such decep- 
tion and hypocrisy, when they saw a nation of 
slave-dealers tendering their sympathy to a free 
people? A Congress refusing to ston the traffic in 
man here was tendering its sympathy across the 
Atlantic because he had got his freedom elsewhere ! 
Was it not gross hypocrisy, and would it not be 
so viewed by that people? 
He had already detained the House longer than 
he intended when he rose. He had risen simply 
| to express the feelings which animated his own 
breast when he received the news of which he had 
spoken, and his deep and heartfelt sympathy with a 
people that had shown itself determined to be free; 
and, having done so, he should resume his seat. 
Mr. BAYLY said his principal purpose in rising 
was to exhibit, in all its deformity, the character 
of the amendment which had been offered by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Asumun;] 
but before he did so, he desired to submit to the 
House a few remarks in vindication of the motion 
which he had had the honor to make. On all occa- 
sions of this sort, when they were attempting to 
institute a national action; when they were insti- 
tuting a proceeding which would attract the atten- 
| tion of other nations of the civilized world, he 
thought their proceedings ought to be marked by 
deliberation. He thought the world should see 
| that their action had not been the result of a mo- 


mentary impulse, but of calm and deliberate con- | 


sideration; and therefore it was that he thought 
that in a movement of this sort the House ought 
not to act on the resolution until it at least had un- 
dergone the scrutiny of the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs. It should not seem to be at the instance 
of any single member not holding an official po- 
sition here, not standing at the head of the com- 
mittee, nor even of a member of the committee 
having in charge our foreign relations. It seemed 
to him that it should come before the House ina 
still more imposing form—from a select committee, 
to be composed of one member from every State 
in the Union, which was the form of committee 
usually adopted when new questions were pre- 
sented involving momentous considerations. He 
thought, therefore, that there was a marked pro- 
| priety in committing these resolutions to such a 


to fix the line, and how much white blood should || committee, so that they should not blush to see 


flow in the veins of man. If men were to be meas- 
ured by their complexion, he would repudiate the 
sentiments of the gentleman from Tennessee more 


strongly than that gentleman could his. Was, then, | 


complexion the rule of right? In God’s name, in 
what age did we live! Did it come to this, that, in 
an American Congress, a gentleman could come 
forth and declare that complexion was the rule of 
liberty? Why, the French people were darker than 
either the gentleman from Tennessee or himself. 


But again: his colleague [Mr. Cummins] had | 
taken occasion to say that he was not a propagan- | 


dist. He (Mr.G.) was a propagandist. He thought 


his colleague did not understand the term. e || 
(Mr. G.) would extend liberty wherever humanity | 

|| sion which ought to have been one of harmony and 1 . 

|| drawn. 


could be found—wherever there was a man, cre- 
ated in the image of his Maker, to whom God gave 
power over all other things—and to man in the dig- 
nity of his nature would he give liberty. He had, 
therefore, greatly rejoiced when he read that France 

ad thrown open her slave prisons. But how could 
this House join in thanks to the French nation for 
that? Loo 


would see a slave-pen, whose gloomy walls, in 


from that window, and there they | 


them submitted to the scrutiny of the statesmen 
of the world. In the political body (the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia) in which he had his earliest les- 
sons, it was the invariable practice, when subjects 
| were presented not connected with its ordinary 


legislation, to raise a select committee for their con- | 


sideration. 


| _ But he had another object in moving to commit | 


| these resolutions and the amendment. He wished 
to arrest an effort which was made to seize this oc- 
casion, which ought to be one of national rejoicing, 
and turn itinto one of domestic discord. He was not 
surprised at the movement, however; he expected 
it. Having been an attentive observer of the pro- 
ceedings of this House, he had never seen an occa- 


|| unanimity on which he had not heard the raven, dis- 
‘| cordant voice of evil omen of the gentleman from 
|| Ohio, boding fraternal discord and strife. Having 
| uniformly before made such exhibitions, of course 
\| he looked for it now from the gentleman from 
|| Ohio and his coadjutors, two of whom, the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Asumun] and the 


|| gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scuencx,] were leading 


mute but oo terms, proclaimed the hypocrisy || members of the Whig party. What was the char- 


of the deed. 


37 


here were husbands, and wives, and \\ acter of the pending resolutions, and of the amend- 
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ments? Why, they were there as freemen, rejoic- 
ing, as they ought to rejoice, without reference to 
| party or local feelings, at the commencement of a 
revolutionary niovement whose tendency was to 
liberate France and establish a free government of 
| her people. 
On an occasion such as that, the gentleman from 
Ohio and his coadjutors stepped forward, as is their 
/ custom, and sought to change an occasion of na- 
tional rejoicing into a national bickering; and this, 
which ought to be a day of unanimity, to a day of 
discord. Butthat wasnotthe worst. When they 
were here rejoicing that the palace of the despot had 
crumbled into dust, the gentleman comes here and 
tries to make the temple of our liberties totter to its 
ruin. When they were rejoicing at a movement 
which their own bright example had originated, the 
gentleman comes forward and makes a motion the 
tendency of which is to destroy that Government 
whose eminent success has encouraged the spread 
of liberty throughout the world. He does more: 
he comes here and introduces a resolution which is 
a libel on an institution of half the States of this 
Union, and he declares a principle which stamps 
hypocrisy on every patriot and statesman of the 
Revolution. He comes to this Hall and denounces 
negro slavery as inconsistent with the cardinal 
principle of republican liberty; and he does that 
| while sitting under a Constitution formed by States 
every one of which, with one exception, was at 
the time of its formation a slaveholding State, and 
half of which continue to be so to this day. 
He comes here and tells us that Patrick Henry, 
whose eloquence he complimented, who did more 
than any other man to rouse the American peo- 
ple to the revolutionary struggle, and to prepare 
them for its coming glories—that man who pro- 
claimed the sentiment, ‘‘ Give me liberty, or give 
me death !’’—he has offered a proposition which 
| says that that man, during that period and after- 
| wards, until he went to his grave, lived in the vio- 
lation of cardinal republican principles. He has 
proposed a resolution which is a libel on the char- 
acter of the man whose victorious sword carried 
us triumphantly through our revolution, and whose 
great moderation, justice, and prudence did so 
much to establish our own glorious and free insti- 
tutions. His amendment virtually brands Wash- 
ingtona hypocrite. And what occasion does he se- 
lect todo all this? I could have sat by unmoved on 
an ordinary occasion and seen this apple of discord 
thrown in among us, but on an occasion like this, 
when we ought to be rejoicing together, and con- 
gratulating each other like a band of brothers, I 
have not been able to sit by and see this demon of 
mischief obtrude himself to mar our joy without 
such feelings as I have not language to give utter- 
ance to. 
| Mr. B. had not intended to say a word on the 
| subject of the abolition in France, for he agreed 
| with the gentleman from Tennessee that it was a 
| question for France, and for France alone, to de- 
| cide. He freely admitted that it was a subject 
| with which we have nothing to do. He believed 
that any intermeddling on his part with that ques- 
tion would be quite as improper as this eternal in- 
termeddling by the gentleman from Ohio and his 
| associates with it here. But, though he had no 
| desire to intermeddle with the abolition of slavery 
in the French colonies, he did not rejoice at the 
| hasty and precipitate decree which the Provisional 
| Government had issued. 


|. Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL begged leave to state, 


that if he were not mistaken, the suggestion came 


‘| from M. Arago, but it was subsequently with- 


drawn, its pernicious influence on France having 
been soon discovered. The decree had been with- 


Mr. BAYLY was very glad to hear the expla- 
| nation of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, but he 
| confessed he had not understood it as that gentle- 
| man did; he, however, deferred to that gentleman’s 
'| more accurate information. But he would say 
|| to the gentleman from Ohio that there was no in- 
|| stance on record of the abolition of slavery precip- 
|| tately, and without preparation for freedom, that 
| had not been followed by scenes of wo. With all 
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her fanaticism, even Great Britain did not emanci- | 
pate her slaves without providing an apprentice. | 


ship of a number of years to prepare them for it. # 


No State of this Union that had emancipated her 
slaves had done it otherwise than gradually, 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired how gradual the pro- 
cess was in Massachusetts? 
Mr. BAYLY replied that slavery never existed 
in Massachusetts, exce pt to a very inconsiderable 
extent. He knew her court, in a manner which 
nbd other court in the country attempted to imitate, 
decided that the Declaration of Independence eman- | 

cipated the slaves. 

{The ventleman was informed by some one near 
him that he was in error; and that it was the bill 
of rights by which they were declare d to be eman- 
cipated.] ry 

I mean the bill of rights; but there were simi- 
lar bills of rights in most of the other States at that 
time, and vet no other State undertook to say that | 
its bill of richts abolished slavery. 

Mr. GIDDINGS would like to know how egrad- 
ual was the step towards the abolition of slavery 
by the provisions of the ordinance of 1787? 

Mr. BAYLY said he could answer the gentle- 
man very easily. A gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina near him who had suggested there were no 
sinves there, was mistaken; there were. But the 
ordiiiance of 1787 never was regarded as emanci- 
pating any of them. There were at 
no inhabitants there except a few Canadian and 
French settlers, who held slaves under the operation 


of that ordinance; and, what was more, he could | 
, , ’ 


tell the gentleman that the descendants of those 
slaves were held as slaves to this hour. Let the 
gentleman look into the history of his own State, 
and he would find that the ordinance of 1787, as 


far as slavery was concerned, was treated practi- | 
It never had had any legal force | 


cally asa nullity. 
in the Northwestern Territory. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said the gentleman was wholly 
mistaken. 

Mr. BAYLY said he was not mistaken: he | 
spoke from the book. That House very well 
knew that he was not in the habit of speaking of 
what he knew nothing about, or of making asser- | 
tions without knowing that they were well founded. | 


But he would give the professed philanthropist | 
from Ohio the only instance—a horrible instance it | 


was—where this process of universal emancipation | 
was done ata blow; it was the well-known case of 


St. Domingo. Then the thing had been effected | 
. ar re 
by the busy intermeddling of visionary fanatics, | 


gentleman from Ohio and his associates. ‘There 
was then a band of fanatics in London who met in 
the Old Jewry, and who passed resolutions very | 
similar to the amendment which it was now sought | 
to foist on the pending resolution. 

It was then proposed to aid these negroes with | 
men and money ina struggle for their freedom; 
they furnished Ogé with a ship, the arms, and | 
money, to accomplish this purpose; and similar 
resolutions were at the same time adopted in 
France, by an association exactly of the charac- | 
ter of that to which the gentleman and his aboli- 
tion friends belonged among us. ‘These fanati- | 
cal visionaries set the revolt of the blacks in St. | 


ai 
just as it was now sought to be done here by the 
| 


Dominzo in motion; their machinations succeeded | 
in exciting a servile insurrection, in the course of | 
which every white man and woman and child in 
the island was massacred, with the exception ofa | 
small remnant, who fled to the shipping in the har- | 


Whole | 


bor, and barely escaped with their lives. 
hecatombs of dead bodies were piled up in the 
streets, amid burning, murder, and pillage. Nay, 
so great was the fury of the blacks that their rage 
and revenge could not glut themselves with the 
butchery of every white person, (and they found 
no difficulty in drawing that line of distinction 
which the gentleman thought so great a mystery— | 
it was no problem to the negroes,) but they after- | 
wards turned upon the mulattoes and exterminated 
them. They seemed to hate every human creature 
that had white blood in his veins with a bitterness 
that had no parallel unless in the breastof the mem- 
ber from Ohio; and this feeling was encouraged in 
them by just such addresses and resolutions as 
that gentleman is constantly introducing here. 

The gentleman talked about the cause of human- 
ity ! Were the interests of humanity bexefited by | 
such scenes as he had described, and which were | 
the legitimate consequence of this sort of agita- | 


THE 


that time |} 


of the most flourishing islands of the Caribbean 
sea. The negroes there were once a happy, con- 
tented race, cultivating their fertile soil, and enjoy- 
ing every comfort suited to their condition. And 
what were they now? A wretched gang of indo- 
lent vagabonds, tearing each other to pieces in 
domestic feuds, and fast relapsing into their pris- 
tine state of barbarism. Let him look canadien 
the West India Islands, and wherever the control 
of the white man was withdrawn, instead of bands 
of happy and contented laborers, singing at their 
easy tasks, you beheld a wretched mass of squalid, 
lazy free-negroes, without one idea in their heads 
of what real freedom was. In the British Islands 
emancipation took place under more favorable 
auspices than it ever can again. The negroes un- } 
derwent a long probation; the masters were com- 
pensated for them, and the British army was there 
to keep them in subjection. But although effect- | 
ed under these favorable circumstances, the Eng- 
lish Government now admitted it had been a fail- 
ure, and that both the white man and the black 
had been injured by it. Liberate three hundred 
thousand negroes by a stroke of the pen! Who 
did not know that it could not be done but through 


scenes of carnage and of horror from which hu- | 


manity recoiled ? 

Born as Mr. B. had been in a country blessed 
with civil and religious liberty, he wished to see 
these rich blessings extended to every country on 
the face of the globe; but having witnessed nothing 
but unutterable wo to result from such measures 
as thatin which the gentleman from Ohio so ex- 
ulted in, instead of sharing the gentleman’s joy, 


he regretted that such an attempt should have been | 


made; he was pained at it. It was that measure, 
together with one or two other features, which 


marked the movements of the new government in | 


Paris, which alone marred the satisfaction, other- 


wise without alloy, with which he had learned the | 


struggle of the French people for a republican 
government. 


In concluding, Mr. B. observed that the House | 


would bear him witness that he had not been in 


the habit of addressing it in a spirit or with the | 
He had | 
sought altercation with no man; he never had vol- | 
unteered to wound the feelings of any of his fellow- | 
But the provocation this day had been | 


feelings which he had manifested to-day. 


members. 
so great, the conduct of the movers in this matter 


had been so outrageous and unpatriotic, that he |, 


had not attempted to restrain his feelings. 


Mr. DUER moved that the House adjourn; but | 
very strong and decided dissent being manifested || 


in all quarters, he withdrew the motion. 

Mr. D. then proceeded to observe, that he had 
had no desire to say a word on the subject of the 
amendment which had been moved to this resolu- 


tion, and the introduction of which he greatly re- | 
No man could entertain a more decided | 


rretted. 
antipathy than he did to the existence of slavery; 
he was utterly opposed to it in every form, and in 


every place, but this feeling was in his breast, | 
wholly unattended by any personal feeling of ill | 


will toward slaveholders. Whenever his voice or 
his vote could avail against the continuance or ex- 


tension of so great an evil, he was ever ready to | 


employ both against it; and he did most sincerely 


rejoice to learn that it had been abolished in the | 


colonies of France. And whenever the subject 


should come up in a direct and pertinent shape for | 


discussion, Mr. D. was prepared to enter into it in 
a temperate manner and discuss it fully. 
could not but regret its introduction on the present 
occasion as unnecessary and uncalled for. 


do no good; it could have no effect whatever on 


the evil of slavery, and it could only distract and | 
divide the House on an occasion when it was pre- | 
eminently desirable that it should be as unani- | 
It seemed to Mr. D. that, in | 


mous as practicable. 
a case like this, the House could speak, and ought 
to speak, with a united voice; but this it could not | 
possibly do, if thus, by a side-blow, there was an | 
attempt made to condemn slavery within the States. | 
If this was persisted in, the House must give up | 
the hope of giving to France any expression of its | 
congratulation or sympathy on her struggle for | 
freedom. He wished to speak with candor and | 
with dignity; and he aol 
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But he | 
He | 


‘regretted its being brought into that Hall when it | 
could have no bearing on the legislation of the || 
House, and when its only effect must be to inter- | 
rupt the harmony of debate. The discussion could | 


detain the House only | 


. 

7 April 3, 
himself. He sought not to condemn ANY vente 
man. As to the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. — 
pines,| he had contemplated his feelines of ve 
manity with sincere respect, while the gentlema,*, 
moral courage commanded his admiration: y+») 
gentleman’s prudence and practical good sense 
was sorry to say, he could not always so hich, 
admire. He meant to utter no reflection on v1.2, 
gentleman; he knew that he had been the o\,; 

of unfriendly animadversion; he spoke of the or, 
tleman as he thought in his heart; he admir dtl ; 
gentleman’s courage and perseverance, but he 
could not consider him as practically wise, 

But the question to be decided was, whether tha: 
House was to speak its sympathy and coner itul E 
tions to France or not? If it meant to do this, jz 
was obvious that it must not connect those ion 
pressions of congratulation with any reflection on 
the subject of slavery. 

Mr. TUCK here wished to ask the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Dver] whether it was the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. GippinGs] who had ip. 
troduced any reference to slavery in this debate? 

Mr. DUER replied that he believed he had nor. 

Mr. TUCK then asked why gentlemen should 
attack a man who had not introduced the subject: 
And he wished to ask, further, whether the sul. 
ject of slavery had not been introduced by these 
resolutions themselves—resotutions of which the 
gentleman from Ohio had appropriately spoken, 
and which the gentleman from Massachusetts had 
appropriately amended ? 

Mr. BAYLY rose to explain. When the resolv- 
tions were introduced and read at the Clerk’s table, 
they had not the amendmentattached to them. Mr, 
B. had been under the impression that it had been 
introduced by the gentleman from Ohio, and there- 
fore he had regarded it and spoken of it as the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. ASHMUN said it was he who had moved 


man’ 


* 


' the amendment, and he was quite willing to take 


all the responsibility which attached to it. The 
latter part of the amendment, which Mr. A. had 
accepted as a modification, had been suggested 
by the gentleman immediately before him, [Mr, 
Scuenck,] and not by the other gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Gippings. } 

Mr. BAYLY regretted that he had not known 
this at the time he addressed the House; and he 
hoped that every remark he had made would be 
considered as addressed to the real mover of the 
amendment, and not to the gentleman whio he sup- 
posed had moved it. 

Mr. ASHMUN said that he should reply to the 
gentleman at the earliest hour practicable. 

Mr. DUER said the gentleman from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Tuck] had asked him why he 
had not attacked the gentleman from Massachv- 
setts, [Mr. Asumun,] who had moved the amend- 
ment, instead of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Gippines,} who had not?) Mr. D.’s answer was, 
that he had made no attack upon the gentleman 
from Ohio. He had expressed with freedom and 
sincerity his own opinion of that gentleman and 
his course; and he had even gone out of his way 
to commend the gentleman’s humanity and mora! 
courage, because he knew that the gentleman had 
long been the object of attack in this House, and 
had been unsparingly assaulted in all quarters. He 
spoke of the gentleman with admiration, and that 
the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Tuck] 
converted into an attack! 

Mr. TUCK and Mr. GIDDINGS here rose to- 
gether, and for a short time were both addressing 
the Chair at once. 

After a good deal of noise, and cries of order— 

Mr. TUCK retained the floor. He said he had 
heard his friend from Ohio [Mr. Gippings] charac- 
terized, before the gentleman from New York spoke 
at all, as the author of a fanatical movement. He 
had asked the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Dver] whether the resolutions pending did not 
themselves include and introduce the topic of slave- 
ry? To that question he had received no answer. 

Mr. DUER said he understood the gentlemaa 
from Ohio [Mr. Gippies] as having been attack- 
ed by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bartt,) 
and, in reply, had observed that he did not censure 
the gentleman for his course, but admired his 
courage. He had not said that that gentleman had 
or had not introduced the subject of slavery int 
this debate; he had censured no one; he sought 
censure nobody. But he wished Congress to &® 


tion? Let the gentleman look at Hayti: once one || to say a few words. He should speak only for ‘' press its sympathy with the people of France; and 
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he wished to see this done with unanimity. This 
he had said, and no more than this. And, in order | 
to secure unanimity, he wanted the expression of 

our sympathy and encouragement wholly sepa- | 
rated from the other topic. 
“Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose to exonerate the 

gentleman from New York (Mr. Duer] from all | 
iatention of saying anything to injure him. He || 
had no idea that that gentleman had been actuated 

py any other than the most friendly feelings to- | 
qards him. Nor had Mr. G. entertained any de- | 
sire to attack the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. 
Hl \SKELL. | He was entirely willing that that gen- 
Jeman should be wholly destitute of all human 
eympathy, if so he liked to be, and that he should | 
reflect as severely as he pleased on Mr. G. as be- | 


‘ne the advocate of human liberty. And he was | 
equally willing that the gentleman from Virginia | 
Mr. Bavty] should exonerate, if he could, the 
id Dominion from the charge of entertaining any 
foelings of humanity. Mr. G. was entirely wil- 
“ne that the gentleman should give the fullest ex- 
oression of his hatred to all who felt any regard 
for the rights of man. Mr. G. was as willing, too, 
that the gentleman should pronounce the Declara- 
“on of Independence a libel on his State, and 
should cast so great an opprobrium on the men 
who drew it up, as to place them on the same level 
with Mr. G. If a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States was to become 
an object of attack as soon as he uttered any feel- 
ine of sympathy for man, and any desire for his 
freedom, Mr. G. was willing that the gentleman || 
from Virginia should assail him with all the bitter- 
ness he could display. He had no idea of replying 
to that gentleman; and, if the gentleman fron? New 
York [Mr. Duer] had not noticed him, Mr. G. 
never should. 

Mr. DUER having at length regained the floor, 
observed that he would now conclude the few re- 
marks he had originally intended. France was 
our friend. In the infancy of our republic, when 
we had been engaged in that great political experi- 
ment which had resulted in giving to twenty mil- 
lions of people freedom without disorder, at a time 
when we were assailed by the advocates of ancient 
tyranny with every species and form of err 


aac 


a 





andreproach, France had alwayssympathized wit 
us,and her sympathy had cheered and sustained 
usinthe darkesthour. There might at times have 
been some differences between the Governments of 
the two countries, but the nations had ever been 
friends. It was become the fashion, of late years, 
tocall us Anglo-Saxons, (which was but another 
name for English,) but we were not of the Anglo- 
Saxon race; we were a portion of the great Caucas- 
ian branch of the human family, and in that race 
| 


France might claim her share. There were scat- 
tered over the Union, and especially in South Car- 
olina, a great amount of the best Huguenot blood. 
Besides, France had given us a State; and the songs 
of liberty were at this day sung by the descendants 
ofthe French in the Opelousas and Attakapas. 
Mr. D. said he was a Democrat; [loud laughter: 
cries of “good!? “an excellent Democrat;’’] he 
was a Democrat in the best and truest sense of the 


word, 


[‘* Yes, we know it.”] He believed in 





she could rationally expect to advance to a good 
and free and stable government, let us not turn from 
her with averted face. No; amid the fears of the 
timid and the vituperations of the base, let us send 
over to her shores the voice of our sympathy and 
encouragement. While the ancient dynasties of 
European tyranny were frowning on her attempts 
at recovered freedom, let no looks of coldness greet 
her from those she had aided in their utmost need. 
It was said that her enterprise had been attended 
With disorders and excesses: that might be true; 
but if that was a valid reason why we were to send 
her no sympathy, no good wishes, nothing to 
cheer her in her arduous undertaking, we never 


com, for such things ever and necessarily attended 
the first efforts to break the yoke of tyranny. 

But it was said we must wait; we must not be 
too hasty; wait a little, and see how things would 
turn. And were we, then, to send to Francea 


democracy; but as a means, not as an end: and if || 
France in her struggle had attained a point whence 


} 





message that we were waiTiInc? When we were 
Strugeling for our freedom France had nut waited, 
ut had flown to our rescue. 
Mr. D. did not want to send to France a long 


could sympathize with any people striking for free- 
° . | 
string of dull and prosy resolutions, euch as might | 


| 
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be copied from some ward meeting in one of our 
towns; he wanted to send a simple dignified ex- 
pression of our wish as a nation to her success. 
He believed that such was the wish of the Ameri- 
can people; and whether France failed or not, that 
declaration would still be true. Mr. D. was no 
prophet. It was not for him to say whether her 
effort would or would not prove successful; God 
knew he sympathized with her people and heartily 
wished them success, and he was ready to utter 
that wishnow. He was not for turningaway from 
our old ally. He was not forgiving her cold looks 
of doubt and distrust when she was striving for 
the blessings of a republican government. How 
should we have felt in the days of the Revolution 


| had an elder republic then witnessed our struggle, 


and sent us word that she was tailing to see what 
we should make of it? No; let us speak our sym- 
pathy; let us send her encouragement, and send it 
now. 

Mr. D. said he had prepared a resolution for a 
select committee of thirty members, but he did not 
insist on that; he had no objection to the reference 
of the resolutions to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, or to a select committee of one from each 
State. He thought the reported resolution ought 
to be the action of an organized body, and not of 
an individual. He hoped it would be of a digni- 
fied and simple character, worthy of the greatness 
of the occasion, containing an expression of the 
national sympathy, and of that only. i 

One half of the States of the Union were slave- 
holding States; and, when we proposed a resolu- 
tion for adoption here condemning slavery, even 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] himself 
must admit that its adoption would be improper. 
It would have no operation to mitigate or to abol- 
ish slavery. All its effect would be to fix a stigma 
on the States where it existed, which they would || 
necessarily and naturally resist. Why make any 
such attempt? The amendment, if successful, must 
defeat the object of the resolutions. The object of 
the resolutions was a perfectly simple one, and it 
should stand alone. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Chair what would 
be the effect of a motion to adjourn? 

The CHAIR explained the state of the business 
before the House. 

Mr. ASHMUN said, he wanted to speak at some 
time when it would be in order. 

Mr. EVANS inquired whether there was not a 
special order appointed for to-morrow ? 
[Here some confusion prevailed, a number of 
members addressing the Chair at one time, sug- 
gesting different special orders appointed for dif- 

ferent days of the present week. ] 

The CHAIR having restored order— 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the resolutions and 
amendment be made the special order for Thursday | 
next. 

The SPEAKER said, that Mr. Asumun’s mo- 
tion would require a suspension of the rules. 
The House divided, and, there not being two- 
thirds in the affirmative, the rules were not sus- 
pended. 
Mr. ASHMUN moved thatthe House adjourn. | 

[Cries of **Oh, no!’’] 

Mr. COBB inquired whether, ifthe House should |' 
adjourn, the consideration of this resolution would 
be in order to-morrow morning? 

The CHAIR stated, that there were two mes- 
sages on the Speaker’s table, and sundry bills, 
which would take precedence of it. 

The yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn 
were thereupon demanded, and ordered. 

Mr. POLLOCK made several attempts to make 
a suggestion, but his voice was drowned by cries 
of order. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL wanted to put an in- 
quiry to the Chair. 

[Cries for order. ] 

Mr. I. said he regarded these calls of ‘‘ Order, 
order!’’ with disregard, and perhaps a little more. 

The CHAIR called Mr. I. to order, and directed 
him to confine himself to his inquiry of the Chair. 

Mr. INGERSOLL asked, if the whole resolu- | 
tions and amendments should be referred, and a | 
committee should report on them to-morrow, would 
they not be open to debate? 

The CHAIR. Certainly. 

The yeas and nays were now taken on the mo- 
tion to adjourn, and resulted—yeas 80, nays 80. || 

The SPEAKER voting in the affirmative— i| 

The House adjourned. 


: and can properly appreciate its value. 








IN SENATE. 
Monnay, -fpril 3, 1848. 

The following message was received from the 
President of the United States: 

WAsHINGTON, fpril 3, 1848. 
To the Senate awl House of 
Representatives of the United States: 

I communicate to Congress, for their information, a copy 
of a despatch, with the accompanying documents, received 
atthe Department of State from the Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Paris, 
giving official information of the overthrow of the French 
monarchy, and the establishmentin its stead of a provisional 
government, based on republican principles. 

This great event occurred suddenly, and was accomplish- 
ed almost without bloodshed. ‘The world has seldom wit- 
nessed u more interesting and sublime spectacle than the 
peaceful rising of the French people, resolved to secure for 
themselves enlarged liberty, and to assert in the majesty of 
their strength the great truth that, in this enlightened age, 
manis capable of governing himself. 

The prompt recognition of the new Government by the 
representative of the United States at the French Court 
meets my full and unqualified approbation ; and he has been 
authorized, in a suitable manner, to make Known this fact to 
the constituted authorities of the French Republic. 

Called upon to act on a sudden emergency, which could 
not have been anticipated by bis instructions, he judged 
rightly of the feelings and sentiments of his Governmentand 
of his countrymen, when, in advance of the diplomatic rep- 
rezsentatives of othercountries, he was the first to recognize, 
so far as it was in his power, the free Government establish- 
ed by the French people. 

The policy of the United States has ever been that of non- 
intervention in the domestic affairs of other countries, leav- 
ing to each to establish the form of government of its own 
choice. While this wise policy will be maintained towards 
Franee, now suddenly transformed from a monarchy into a 
republic, all our sympathies are naturally enlisted on the 
side of a great people, who, imitating our example, have re- 
solved to be free. That such syinpathy should exist on the 
part of the people of the United States with the friends of 
free government in every part of the world, and especially 
in France, is not remarkable. We can never forget that 
France was an early friend in our eventful revolution, and 
generously aided us in shaking off a foreign yoke and be- 
conung a free and independent people. 

We have enjoyed the bles:ings of our system of well-regu- 
lated self-government for near three-fourths of a century, 
Our ardent and sin- 
cere congratulations are extended to the patriotic people of 
France, upon their noble and thus far successful efforts to 
found for their future government liberal institutions similar 


; to our own. 


It is not doubted that, under the benign influence of free 
institutions, the enlightened statesmen ot republican France 
will find it to be for her interest and paramount glory to cul- 
tivate with the United States the most tiberal principles of 
international intercourse and commercial reciprocity, where- 
by the prosperity and happiness of both nations will be pro- 
moted, JAMES K. POLK, 


— 


{No. 17.] Legation or THe Unitep Sratrs, 
Paris, March 4, 1848. 

Sir: Scarcely bad my despatch of the 24th February been 
folded up, When events the most momentous quickly suc- 
ceeded each other. Numerous barricades had risen up in 
the streets; civil war continued; the people were victori- 
ous; the palace of the Tuileries was carried; the King ab- 
dicated, and fled with all the royal family, and the monarchy 
was overthrown. All this happened in the course of the 
day—Thursday. 

‘The confusion and tumult caused in the Chamber of Dep- 
uties by these events, led to the hasty and violent close of 
its sitting on that day. All attempts to establish a regency, 
with the Count de Paris as successor to the throne, failed. 
His mother, the Duchess of Orleans, with the young prince 
himself, went to the Chamber, but soon bad to make their 
escape. All order, all deliberation had come toanend. The 


|! ministerial members were driven out by the people, who had 


entered the Chamber, many of them armed, and, with men- 
acing gesticulations, usurping the seats. In the sequel, a 
portion of them, with some of the opposition members, hur- 
ried to the Hotel de Ville to form a provisional government, 
under voices to that effect, uttered and echoed at the close 
of the boisterous sitting. 

At the Hotel de Ville as arallying-point, a provisional gov- 
ernment was formed on the evening of Thursday, the 24th, 
and proclaimed on the following morning. The proclama- 
tion declared that the provisional government desired a re- 
public, subject to the ratification of the French people. 

The persons composing the provisional government are— 
Messieurs Dupont, (de l’Eure,) Lamartine, Cremieux, Ledra 
Rollin, Garnier Pagés, Marie, and Arago. 

The secretaries of the government are—Meesrs. Armand 
Marrast, Ferdinand Flocon, Louis Blane, and M. Albert. 


The first four names of the provisional government were , 


of the Chamber of Deputies, a body no longer existing any 
more than the Chamber of Peers; the whole fabric of the 
Jate government having been shattered to pieces. 

Some accounts state that afl the names composing the 
provisional government, were given out from the tribune of 
the Chamber of Deputies before its dissolution; but there is 
difficulty in coming at the precise fact, such was the con- 
sternation in the Chamber when it broke up. 

The provisional government immediately announced, as 
formed by its own decree, a provisional cabinet, that the 
functions of administration might not stop. 

I abstain at this juncture from presenting more of the 
names of the provisional cabinet than those of M. Dupont, 
(de ’Eure,) as President of the Council; and M. de La- 
martine, as Minister of Foreign Affairs ; these two posts be- 
ing severed again, after having been united in M. Guizot, 
who, and all his associates in the late ministry, have fled. 

of a revolution so total and sudden, I am not now to 
_—. The journals of the world are still teeming with it. 

or ean I yet speak of the acts of the new goverument, 
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except to say that they have been characterized so far by 
moderation and maguanimity in the midst of triumphs of a 
nature to have jotexieated minds less pore and firm than 
happily are believed to be posses-ed by its leading av mers. 

i pass to what, foremost of all at present, Lam bound to 
report to you—namely, the part which, as representing the 
United States, Lhave taken under the new duties that en- 
compassed me. 

Ou Saturday, the 2th, [ received an intimation, earnest- 
ly given, thal my personal presence at the Hotel de Ville, 
to cheer and felicitate the provisional government, would 
be acceptable. ‘Tie intimation was not officially sent, but 
I believed it to be true. 

T asked a short interval for reflection. 

Before the day was vut, I imparted my determination to 
take the step 

Monday morning, the 28th, was the time appointed for it; 
and accordingly | repaired to the Hotel de Ville, the Secre- 
tary of Legation accompanying me 

To the provisional government there assembled, I deliv- 
ered the address, a copy of Which is enclosed. 

It was cordially reecived, and M. Arago, on the part of the 
members, replied tout 

fie remarked that they heard without surprise, but with 
lively pleasure, whatl said; France expected it from an ally 
to whom she now drew so close by the proclamation of the 
repuovlic., He thanked me, in the uname of the Provisional 
Government, for the wishes T expressed for the greatness 
and prosperity of France; and in alluding to the words it 
had called up from General Washington’s address in 1796 on 
receiving the Freneh colors, be expressed a confidence that 
they would be not merely a desire, but a reality. 

M. Dupont, (de Uiure,) as President of the Provisional 
Government, hen advanced, and, taking me by the hand, said, 
* The Freneh people grasps thatof the Amenecan nation.”’ 

Here the ceremony ended. In coming away, three of the 
members of the Government conducted us out of the build 
ing; the guard presented arms, and cries wentup of “ Vive 
la Repuwhitque des Etats Unis!” Major Poussin, a French 
officer, Who accompanied General Bernard to the United 
States, and who, trom iis attachment to our country, Was 
naturalized there, al-o attended me, 

On Sunday, the 27th, | received the note of that day’s 
date from M. Lamartine, as Provisional Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, which announced to me, in official form, the exist- 
ence of the new government. [ answered it on Monday. 
Copies of the note and answer are enclosed, 

The Provisional Government published my answer the 
morning after its reception. My address of Monday has 
also appeared in the newspapers—not, however, in its exact 
form. | had written itont, to guard against inaccuracies on 
an occasion so grave, and left the paper in the hands of the 
Provistonal Government; atranseriptof which you now have, 

‘This suceinet narrative will accurately apprize the Presi- 
dent of what TL have done. I shall anxiously await bis judg- 
ment upon itail. The events were as new as momentous, 

Tey had transcended all expectation. In recognizing the 
new state of things, as far as LT could without your instruc 
tious, and in doing it promptly and solemuty, | had the deep 
conviction that | was stepping forth in aid of the great cause 
of order in France and beyond France, and that [ was act- 
ing in the spirit of my Government and country, the inter- 
preter of Whose voice it fell upon me snddenly to become. 
if Lerred, [must hope that the motives which swayed me 
will be my shield. ‘The Provi-ional Government needed all 
the moral support attainable, alter a revolutionary hurricane 
Which shook society to its base, and left everything at first 
portentous and trembling. In such an exigency, hours, mo 
inenis were important; and the United States are felt asa 
Power in the world, under the blow that has been struck. 

Lain not unaware that the course [ have pursued departs 
from diplomatic usage, and separates me, for the time being, 
from the Eurepean diplomatic corps accredited, like mysclt, 


to the late Government of France, all the members of which | 


will probably wait tustructions before adopting any steps of 
Having acted under a sense of independent 
duty in the emergeney, Lam, however, not the less aware 
that tie diplomatic corps represents countries in friendly 
relations with the United States, and that it will hence be 
as much my duty a inclination to go on maintaining that 
amicable footing with its members, ever dictoted by recipro 
cal good-will among the representatives of friendly Powers, 
whatever different torms of government they may represent. 
I have the honor, &Kc., RICHARD RUSH. 


Hon. James Bucuanan, Secretary of State. 


recocunthon, 


To the Members of the Provisional Government of the French 
Repub i 
Gextiemen: As the representative of the United States, 


charged with the interests and rights of my country and of 


American citizens now in France, and too far off to wait 
instructions, I seize this early opportunity of tendering to 
you my feleitations, not doubting the sanction of my Gov- 
erninent to the step I thus take in advance. Nor can I 
avoid the occasion of saying that the memory of the ancient 
allinnee and fnendship between France and the United 
States is ever fresh and gratetul with us, and that ] am of 
nothing more sure than that the voice of my country will be 
universal and loud for the prosperity, happiness, and glory 
of France under the institutions she has announced, subject 
to ratification by the national will, Al will ardently hope 
that through her wisdom the results may be beneficial to 
mankind, of which the magnanimous bearing of her people 
in the late events affords so auspicious a promise. It is 
under such institutions that the United States have for 
eeventy years enjoyed constant prosperity, with a Govern- 
ment of uniform stability; and whilst they invariably leave 
to other nations the choice of their own forms, without inter- 
ference in any way, they would naturally rejoice in behold- 
ing this great navon flourish under institutions which have 
secured tor themselves the blessings of social order and 
public liberty. 

Allow me, then, gentlemen, using the words of the great 
and good Washington, the immortal founder of my conntry, 
On an occasion which the present recalls, to signalize this 
address to vou, by mingling my felicitations with a fervent 


MaY BE COMMENSURATE WITH THEIR EXISTENCE.” 
‘ * 
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Panis, le 27 Févricr, 1848. 


Monstevr: J’ai Phonneur de vous informer que le gouv- | 
ernement provisoire de la république Frangaise m’a confié | 


le portefeuille des Affaires Etrangéres. La forme répub 


GLOBE. 


| 


heaine du nouveau gouvernement n’a changé ni la place de | 


la France en Europe, ni ses dispositions loyales et sincéres a 
maintenic ses rapports de bonne harmonie avee les Puis- 
sances qui veudront, comme elle, Vindépendance des na- 
tions et la paix du monde, 


Ce sera un bonheur pour moi, Monsieur, de concourir | 
par tous les moyens en mon pouvoir a cet accord des pen- | 


ples dans leur dignité réciproque, et a rappeler a PEurope 


| que le principe de paix et le principe de liberté sont nés e 
méme jour en France. 


| Monsieur Rcsu, Ministre Plénipotentiaire des Etats Unis & | 


Recevez, &c.,. LAMARTINE. 


Paris. 
LeGATION OF THE UniTep States, 
Paris, February 28, 148. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your note of yes- | 


terday, informing me that the Provisional Government of 
the French Republic has confided the department of foreiga 
affairs to your hands. The choice, sir, | will dare to say, 


will be regarded by the world as a favorable first step in the | 


new order of things; and I shall have great satisfaction in 


transmitting to my Government, by the earliest opportunity, | 


a copy of your communication, not doubting its cordial 
reception. 
your permission, to transact with you whatever business 
may appertain to my country, or American citizens in 
France. 


In the mean time, sir, I will be ready, under | 


The United States, having learned from their own expe- 


rience the value of free institutions, will naturally antici- 
pate from similar institutions in France, administered with 


the wisdom and moderation of which the enlarged and be- | 
neficent principles announced in your note are the auspi- | 


cious harbingers, nothing but the best results to the interests 


and well-being of both countries. 


I pray you to accept these early assurances of the very | 


high consideration with which I have the honor to be, sir, 
your most obedient servant, RICHARD RUSH. 


Affairs, &c., &e., &e. 


| To his Exectiency M. pe Lamartine, Minister of Foreign 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the message and | 
accompanying documents be referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Foreign Relations, and printed for the | 


| use of the Senate. 


Mr. ALLEN said he could see no necessity for | 


a reference of the message. 


It asked for no action | 


on the part of Congress, and consequently required | 


no investigation by a committee. 


Mr. HANNEGAN replied that he had made 


the motion because it was usual, and certainly the | 


ecutive message was received. 


_ most respectful course to be pursued when an Ex- | 


{Tr | 

Mr. ALLEN expressed a hone that the refer- 
ence would not have the effect of delaying the action | 
of the Senate on the joint resolutions which he had | 


the honor to submit. 


Mr. HANNEGAN said he had no intention to | 


| delay action on the resolutions of the Senator from 


Ohio, and he was not aware that the reference 
would have such effect. 
The message was then referred. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. CASS presented a petition from a meeting 
of wounded soldiers in the war with Great Britain, 


e ° ° | 
asking an increase of the present rate of pensions; 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. DAVIS presented a petition from citizens 
of the United States in favor of the purchase of 


Mount Vernon by the General Government; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from Horace | 


Southmayd & Son, asking reimbursement for du- 
ties levied on goods shipped to Tampico; which 
wasveferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from physicians and apotheca- 
ries in the District of Columbia against the import- 


ation of spurious and adulterated drugs and medi- | 
cines; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Commerce. 


Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from citi- | 
zens of Hillsbury county, Florida, asking a grant | 
of land to erect a court house in said county; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Indian | 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution to sanction an | 


agreement made between the Wyandots and Del- 
awares for the purchase of certain lands by the 


former of the latter tribe of Indians; which was 


_ read a first time. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of | 
Claims, reported House bill for the relief of Wil- | 
liam Hogan, administrator of Michael Hogan, de- | 


report, 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 


ceased, without amendment, accompanied by a 


ress Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land — 
aspiration that ‘THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE TWO REPUBLICS | Office be directed to report to the Senate, as soon as practi- 


cable, an abstract or list of all permits granted under the acts 


I 


April 

————_-9- pri 3, 
for the armed occupation of Florida, specifying jp dit 
columns the number and date of each permit, een ton 
tlers, designation of land, number of section, date pers oa 
whom permit was delivered, whether head of = fan ihe » 
single man, whether land designated was surveyed 5." 
when, and if so, its designation by the surveys, and the - 
which have been rejected or suspended, and the 
therefor, and when and to whom lands include, 
have been sold by the United States, and in wh 
tlers have availed themselves of the amendator 


CASES 
reason 
in Permits 
AL Cases soy 
Y act of 1844. 


and also copies of all instructions for the execution of 
laws by the General Land Office ; and alsoto report wh, 
in his opinion any additional legislation is proper to e 
the object of said laws. 

The private bills received from the House were 
read a first and second time by their tutles, and 
appropriately referred. 


said 
ther 


flee: 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and to take up the joint resolutions relatiye 
to the revolution in France. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed a hope that the 
Senate would proceed to the consideration of the 
bill concerning the Supreme Court of the United 
States, which had been made the special order for 
Friday last, and which it was important to act on 
without delay. 

Mr. ALLEN thought the bill referred to by the 
Senator from Kentucky would lead to a long dis- 
cussion. On the other hand, he believed the joint 
resolutions would occupy but a short time. Al- 
though he was prepared to give his views on the 
subject, he was perfectly willing to yield his pur- 
pose rather than postpone the passage of the reso- 
lutions. He thought they could be disposed of 
to-day. As far as he had ascertained the wishes 
of Senators, he did not think there was any dispo- 
sition on that side of the Chamber to go into a long 
debate. Before he sat down, however, he could 
not forbear from a reference toa single fact, which 
showed that there was at least precedent for the 
course he urged. [Here Mr. A. read from the 
Journal of the House of Representatives of the 


| 10th of February, 1820, the proceedings of that 


body on the resolution submitted by Mr. Clay, on 
the emancipation of the Spanish colonies in South 
America from the yoke of Spain, which was sub- 
mitted on that day, and disposed of without ad- 
journment. | 

Mr. A. asked for the yeas and nays on his mo- 
tion to postpone the previous orders, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. BAGBY said it was not because he did not 
feel a deep sympathy with the French people in 
their pending struggle for free institutions that he 
had already given his vote in favor of laying the 
resolutions on the table, but because, in an event 
of such vast importance, he had anticipated some 
official communication from the minister of the 
United States at Paris. The message of this day 
proved that he had not miscalculated. That com- 
munication had been made to the Executive, and 
by him had been transmitted to the Senate; and he 
thought this message would be the most proper 
basis for theaction of Congress. Again: ina matter 
so momentous in its character and consequences as 
the overthrowing of a long-established and power- 
ful form of government, and the building up of an- 
other on its ruins, it did occur to him as highly 
necessary, before we took any step in the business, 
all the lights of prudence and wisdom and grave 
deliberation should be called in for our guidance. 
With this view, while he had been compelled, on 
some questions, and with great reluctance, to differ 
from the views of the distinguished Senator from 
South Carolina, on this occasion he felt happy to 
he able fully to coincide with the opinions that 
able Senator had expressed—opinions alike honor- 
able to his high standing as a statesman anda 
Senator, and his long experience in public life. 
He did think, with that honorable Senator, tat 
we ought to wait until we should have acquired 
some more certain evidence that the proceedings 0! 
the people of France would bring about that resu't 
which we all so ardently desire and confidently 
look for. Jt may be that good cause will be give" 
for our congratulations; but the end might not be 
such as to justify congratulation. Could he be as- 
sured that the sun of freedom which was now rising 
in France would cast its beneficent radiance no 
only over her people, but over the whole of Eu- 
rope, heartily indeed would he rejoice. But if the 
transitory gleam was to be speedily eclipsed b 
clouds, and the thunder-storm of war should sud- 
denly burst forth like a destructive tornado, — 
ing, desolating, and destroying all within its pal), 
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+» would be the last to join in congratulations for 
cach a result At present it was impossible to 
+ etell what is to follow. 

Again: he was a little afraid of a three-days’ 
evolution. It was out ot the order of things 
yar such great events as revolutions could be so 
eneedil¥ terminated, No matter what was the 
tion of Congress in reference to the South Amer- 
‘oan States, he desired to have more light before 
»e could consent to act. If France should prove 
willing to erect a republic, on a firm and enduring 
jgsis, the Senator from Ohio would not rejoice 
more in her success than he would. But the crisis 
sone which calls on us to pause, deliberate, and 
act discreetly. It would be much more agreeable 
io France herself to hear our sustaining voice after 
the first paroxysm of the revolution shall have 
gubsided, and she shall have established her new 
system ona basis which will stand the test of time. 
He could not consent to have these resolutions 
passed through in such hot haste, without proper 
inquiry and deliberation; and he hoped the Senator 
from Ohio would consent to let the resolutions go 
with the message to the Committee on Foreien 
telations, which would be the most respectful 
course. 

Here a discussion took place between Mr. 
DICKINSON, Mr. CASS, Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
Mr. BUTLER, Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
Mr. BENTON, Mr. DOWNS, Mr. DAYTON, 
Mr. ALLEN, and Mr. ASHLEY, on the subject 
of the bills which were entitled to precedence in the 
order of business—Mr. CRITTENDEN insisting 
that the act concerning the Supreme Court was the 
order of the day, while Mr. CASS and Mr. BEN- 
TON asserted that the bill for ascertaining and pay- 
ing certain claims in California, as the unfinished 
business, had the preference. 


fore 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. NILES said this debate was somewhat 


irregular; and he hoped the vote on the considera- 
tion of these resolutions would not be influenced 
by questions connected with any other measure, 
When these resolutions were taken up, he thought 
i was for the purpose of making them the special 
order for some particular day. He now understood 
that it was the wish of the Senator from Ohio to 
urge an immediate vote upon them. If such was 
the purpose, he must say that he was not now pre- 
pared to vote on them. He did not think the sub- 
ject had received the consideration its importance 
required. ‘The form in which the resolutions were 
presented did not appear to him to be the'best that 
might be devised. He did not exactly comprehend 
what was meant by consolidating liberty. He knew 
very well what consolidating power meant. There 


were other defects—and resolutions of this char- | 


acter could not be drawn up with too much care. 
He concurred in one point with a Senator who had 
said, that to have any value in the estimation of 
the French people, this ought to be a unanimous 
expression of opinion. In that view he concurred. 
But he did not think that we should be too hasty. 
It was all right for the people to act at once, but it 


greater deliberation. 
Mr. BAGBY expressed his willingness to vote 


in the affirmative, if the Senator from Ohio only | 


desired to refer the resolutions. 
Mr. ALLEN stated the position in which the 
question stood, and said that it was his object to 


proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness, 

Mr. CASS expressed a hope that the California 
claims bill would have the preference. 

Mr. BENTON also urged the priority of the 
California bill, which was in fact an appropriation 
bill, and, on that account, was entitled to the ear- 
liest action. When he came here this morning, it 
was with the expectation that this bill would be 
taken up. Now, if we were to take up the Judi- 
ciary bill, what would be the question? The ques- 
toa would be, Shall the Supreme Court of the 
United States be forever cut loose from the States? 
hat question had frequently been decided by both 
Houses of Congress. It had been decided not to 
permit the Supreme Court to be stationary here as 
a great central power, separated from the States. 
It was decided here that the Judges of the Supreme 
Court should not be brought to live in this city du- 
ring their lives. That question had been decided, 
and now it was to be attempted to bring it up again, 
not in a direct and open manner, but by a sapping 
and mining process. Grant the one year asked 
for by the bill, and it would be followed by a re- 
quest for two years longer, and the Supreme Court 
may be considered as cut loose from the States 
forever. From that moment the States would de- 
generate into mere provinces. The central power 
would be always here, the judges would always 
reside here in view of the Capitol. He therefore 
hoped the bill would be voted down. As to the 
state of the docket, he thought the appeals would 
increase when the circuit courts would be held by 

/a single judge. 
| Revolutions, we have recent experience, may be 
| made in haste. But it should not be so with legis- 
| lation. He was against all legislation which was 
urged forward by the cry of ** now or never.”’ It 
| was attempted to induce the Senate to take up this 
bill because the Supreme Court had adjourned till 
| May. He hoped there would be no haste, but 
| that the bill, at a proper time, would be considered 
_ with deliberation. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN made a brief reply. In- 
| stead of being for the purpose of establishing a 
| central — here, which should be independent 
of the States, the only object of the bill was to 
| make disposition of the business which had accu- 
mulated. Without such a measure, it would occu- 
| py four years to get through this mass of business. 
|The only mode was to relieve the judges from cir- 
| cuit duty forone year. And this the Senator from 
Missouri magnified into an effort to change the 
| Supreme Court into a great central power to be 
| fixed permanently here. Unless this bill should 
pass, the very accumulation of business would 


|| produce the evil which the Senator from Missouri 


| deprecated. Unless the bill should be disposed of 
| soon, it would be of no effect. The judges will 
| have been scattered over the country in the dis- 
| charge of their duties. When they left here they 
| adjourned, conditionally, until May. Unless, 


them of the passage of the bill before that period, 
| it would be, in effect, the defeat of the bill. 


| agreed to, and the bill was taken up and read. 
| On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, and by gen- 


|| eral consent, the bill was then informally passed 


go on with the discussion, and to urge the Senate | 


to a vote, 


The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. ALLEN, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, 
Downs, Felch, Foote, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson 
of Georgia, Lewis, Moor, Rusk, and Westcott—21. 

NAY S—Messrs. Bagby, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Crittenden, Davia of Mas- 
fachusetts, Greene, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum, Miller 
Niles, Pearce, Phelps, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, and 


Upham—2Q, 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN moved to take up the 
special order, unless there was some pressing 
business to be transacted. 

Mr. HANNEGAN replied that there was some 


pressing business come in, or he would not have 
made the motion. 


fied the business was really pressing, he would not 
cause delay. But the Senate might take up the 
special order and then pass it over informally, and 


{ 


| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 
! 


over, and the Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business. After some time, the doors 
were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





| 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

| Tuespay, April 4, 1848. 

| The Journal of yesterday having been read— 
| Mr. SIMS rose and said: Mr. Speaker, it is 
| with no ordinary emotions that I now rise to an- 


ounce to the House that Death, whose presence | 


n . 
has so oft and so recently called us to mourn during 
the progress of this session of Congress, has again 


|| demanded a victim of ournumber. James Avcus- 


‘| rus Brack, a Representative from the State of 


| South Carolina, is no more. He expired in this 
‘city on yesterday night, at twenty-five minutes 


‘| after eleven o’clock, amidst the delegation of his 


| State, with his family around him, without a mur- 


| mur, and without a groan. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN said, if he could be satis- | 


| Ina most extraordinary degree, through a pro- 
tracted illness of seventeen days, he preserved his 


|, composure of mind, his consciousness, and con- | pi 
| stancy of purpose. At no moment did he com- '' ciples. 


E. 


GLEN 


t it || therefore, time was allowed for a notification to | 
became Congress to act more seriously, and with || 


tired to private life. 


| district in South 
| duties here; how he has illustrat 
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plain. Though conscious, day by day and hour 
by hour, that death pursued him, and, at the final 
struggle, that dissolution was inevitable, he quailed 
not and murmured not; and at the hour that | have 
indicated he breathed out his soul as composedly 
as the infant sinks into the softest slumber. Such 
were the last scenes in the life of my friend and 
colleague. 

Mr. Speaker, under any circumstances death is 
a solemn occurrence; but there are concomitants 
that render its approach less afilictive, because more 
expected and appropriate than in other circum- 
stances. When the soldier dies on the battle-field, 
he falls beneath the law of the occasion and pro- 
priety; and when old age sinks to rest, human des- 
tiny has been appropriately fulfilled, and man finds 
his end at the proper period. It is natural and 
appropriate, and fills us with a pleasing melan- 
choly rather than with poignant grief, because, 
like the falling of the autumnal leaf, the creature 
perishes beneath the decree of his Creator in the 
proper season. But when, in the midst of life, 


unexpectedly, in the midst of years and acts of 


usefulness, one is cut down; when there is no pre- 
monitory event or circumstance to announce the 
destroyer’s approach; when hecomes upon us thus 
unexpectedly, the visitation is always felt with 


| more peculiar force and regret. 


Such was the fall of my friend. Buta few days 


/ago he was among us, in life and health, in the 
constant and assiduous performance of his duties 
| here as a Representative. \ 
| with his accustomed usefulness and ability; the 
' next, his friends find him stricken down by the 
violence of disease, which, from the first, an- 


One day, thus engaged 


nounced with a certainty which all the —s 
efforts of his skillful professional attendants coul 

not avert, that the victim was marked, and that 
not a ray of hope could cheer a friend or inquirer 
who sought to know the progress and ultimate re- 
sult of his disease. His friends, his immediate 


| family at a distance, though stricken down so un- 


expectedly, there were two circumstances of be- 
nevolence in the providence of God: the one, to 
which I have already referred, of preserving his 
intellect unclouded to the last, and the other of 
protracting his sweet resignation and patience, and 
his existence, until, from the distant South, his wife 
and child and affectionate brother were enabled to 


| minister the last consolations of affection and ten- 
derness around his dying bed. 


There are many incidents in the life of my friend 
that at the proper time it would be pleasant and 
proper to dwell upon. I come not now to gather 
from the acts of usefulness with which his life, 
from earliest manhood to its close, was filled, to 
bind up flowers with which to deck his grave. 
Now is not the time to adorn his open grave, wait- 
ing for the reception of his lifeless form,and naught 
but the tears of affection and the weeping regrets 
of friends are the becoming garniture of its desola- 
tion. 

I stop not, therefore, to announce, that in early 


manhood, at the age of eighteen, impelled by that 


patriotism which animated him to the last, he 


The motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN was then. | stepped forward in 1812 to join the army of his 


country. He entered the service as a lieutenant, 
and at the close of the war, resigning the commis- 
sion of captain, which at that time he held, be re- 
After that he was constantly 
engaged’ in useful employments until, some few 
years since, he was called from the sphere of use- 
fulness in other walks of life to take a seat upon 
this floor, as a Representative from the Pinckne 

arolina. How he performed his 
, in the most 
eminent manner, the true character of a Represent- 
ative; how he has shown respect to the opinions 
of his constituents, and discharged his duty by 
keeping them constantly informed by communica- 
tions of the progress and state of public business 
here; how he has ever responded to the impulses 
of patriotism, which had grown into fixed princi- 
ples of action in him, throughout his whole public 
career here, all who now hear me will bear cheer- 
ful testimony. He loved the people; not with a 
demagogue’s love, but witha soul-stirring, divine 
impulse, springing from that fundamental maxim 
of his creed, that all men are brothers,and all men 
are equal, and that the people are capable of self- 
government. These were the fixed principles of 
his life; and his whole public career was but a 
practical imbodiment and illustration of these prin- 





My friend was not regularly educated; but with 
a strong natural intellect, with a power of reflec- 
tion and observation seldom equalled, passing a 
busy and eventful life, he had supplied, in all the 
essential elements, the want of education in the 
amount of information that he had amassed, and 
those treasures from personal observation that he 
had collected. 

One or two more remarks, and I have done. 
There are those who believe that the success of a 
public man in popular elections, is no evidence 
either of virtue in the constituent, or of influence 
or aptitude for the appomtment im the representa- 
tive. ‘This isa great mistake. One who, without 
other circumstances than mere merit, can fasten 
and retain the public confidence, has a charm of 
excellence about him, an undefinable fascination of 
eharacter and qualifications, which, although ac- 


guaintances individually may not discover it, yet | 


constitutes a kind of divine and political electricity, 
which, without explanation, works its mighty 
power in this universe of election and popular 
right, and under the appointment of God, and by 
the common sense of the people, carries forward 
the great system of the government. My friend 
possessed this power. No man living ever had 
more of it; no one saw why. Other men were 
superior to him in attainments, superior to him in 
accomplishments, superior to him in wealth, seem- 
ingly superior to him in every advantage that would 
have a tendency to bind man to man, and bestow 

olitical or social influence; yet not a man breathed 
in this Congress, or elsewhere, within the whole 
circle of his acquaintance, who had the power in 
a greater degree than the deceased, to bind as with 
hooks of steel to himself, all who knew him or 
called him friend. Among his immediate constit- 
uency, his position was peculiar and lovely. The 
great Senator of New York, without wealth, rep- 
resented the character of a Roman merely from 
merit, distinguished and useful. So my friend was 
poor, though useful and popular. This I speak in 
praise of him: it is his highest eulogy. He had 
no adventitious influences of wealth, of position, 
to bind him to his people; nothing but his prin- 
ciple of devotion to truth and to popular right, that 
attached them to him. 

In all his life, he did his duty well; and in his 
death, there is nothing, now that that event is past, 
to regret. He was happy in his death, in that he 
passed quietly, as I have already noticed, through 
the dark valley and shadow. 

I will not now attempt even to imagine, much 
less to speak words of consolation to the grief of 
the widow and the orphan. Time alone, under 
the persuasive influences of Christian faith, can 
give comfort here. Commending his family to 
those consolations, I ask the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the House has heard with deep emotion the 
annuneciation of the death of the Hon. James A. BLack,a 
member fromthe State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the relatives of the 
deceased the expression of its sympathy, on this affecting 
event, and, as a testimony of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, the members and officers of the House will go into 
mourning by wearing crape on the leftarm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the members and officers of the House will 
attend the funeral of the Hon. James A. Brack, deceased, 
on to-morrow, at 12) o'clock, p. m. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed for superintend- 
ing the funeral of the deceased. 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate to notify 
that body of the death of the Hon. James A. Biack, late one 
of the Representatives from the State of South Carolina; 
that his funeral will take place from the hall of the House 
on to-morrow, at 12} o’clock, p. m.; and that the Senate be 
invited to attend the same. 

Resolved, That, as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, this House do now adjourn. 


And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, -Ipril 4, 1848. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 


By Mr. PEARCE: From the Maryland College | 


of Pharmacy, asking the adoption of prompt and 
efficient measures to put a stop to the introduction 
of adulterated drugs and medicines. 

By Mr. MILLER: From Mary Coleman, ask- 
ing a pension on account of the services of her hus- 
band during the Revolution. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland: From citi- 
zens of the United States, asking that Mount 


Vernon may be purchased by the General Govern- 


mont. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


By Mr. BADGER: From Agnes Freeland, ask- 
ing for a pension as widow of a revolutionary 
officer. 

By Mr. DIX: From G. R. Cox and other citi- 
zens of the United States, asking that the owners 
of steam-vessels may be compelled to adopt Evans’s 
safety guard in the construction of all engines used 
in the passenger boats. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

By Mr. MILLER, in pursuance of notice: A bill 
relating to dower. 

By Mr. PHELPS: A bill granting a pension to 
William Pittman. 

sy Mr. RUSK: A bill regulating trade and in- 
tercourse with the various tribes of Indians residing 
within the limits of Texas. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

By Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs: House bill for the relief of Colonel Robert 
Wallace, aid-de-camp of General William Hull, 
without amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, the bill for the 


payment of the 4th regiment of the 2d brigade of | 


the 3d division of the Vermont militia, for services 
at the battle of Plattsburg. 

sy Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims: House bill for the relief of Archibald Bull 
and Lemuel S. Finch, without amendment, and 
recommending its passage. 

By Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims: Asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Francis Hatinack, a soldier of the Revolution, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts: An unfavorable report on the resolution to 
allow all the messengers of the Senate the same 
compensation paid to R. P. Anderson and J. L. 
Clubb; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, the resolution 
to give to two youths employed in the Senate office 
during the last session one hundred dollars each, 


so amended as to allow forty-five dollars to each; ||! ’ 
is worthy of record, as it affords at once matter of 


which report was adopted. 


OBITUARY. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives announcing the death of the Hon. 


James Aveustus Brack, of the State of South 


Carolina; when— 


Mr. BUTLER rose, and addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

The death which has just been communicated 
by the resolutions from the House of Representa- 
tives is an event well calculated to arrest attention 
and inspire serious reflection, This is the fourth 
death that has occurred among us during this ses- 
sion—a period of four months—and the ninth 
occasion upon which we have been called on to go 
in mourning for the loss of a member belong- 
ing to the thirtieth Congress. These are circum- 
stances that are giving to our session a melancholy 
celebrity. 

My late colleague, the Hon. James Aveustus 
Buiack, was seized on the 16th of the last month 
with a violent congestive chill, which terminated 
in an obstinate and incurable pneumonia, of which 
he died, at his lodgings in this city, last night, at 
twenty-five minutes after eleven o’clock. Before 
he was taken ill, he had the prospect of many days 
before him. With a robust constitution, he was 
in the enjoyment of vigorous health, neither of 
which had been impaired by previous disease. 
His last sickness was violent, painful, and pro- 
tracted, but it was borne with a sustaining fortitude, 
worthy of a man and a Christian. 

Our departed friend was born of respectable pa- 
| rents, in Abbeville district, South Carolina, and ah 
the time of his death he was in the 57th year of 
his age. The deceased entered the army in 1812, 
at the age of eighteen, with the commission of 
lieutenant, and was promoted to the grade of cap- 


, tain before the close of the war. 


Captain Biack had not, | believe, any opportu- 
nity of distinction on the field of battle. But he 
left the service with the reputation of an excellent 
officer, having made a strong and favorable im- 
pression on the minds of his associates and mili- 
tary comrades. His keen sagacity, penetrating 
observation of men, his prompt judgment and 
untiring industry, associated with cordiality and 
frankness of manner, were qualities that well fitted 


| By one of those sudden floods which occur in ¢) 


. 
pril 5 
—_-—— — 
whilst he was stationed near St. Mary’s, the intro. 
pidity of his benevolence and courage was put to 
a test called for by a signal exertion to saye life 

° it 

vart of the country, the hedges, causeways ind 
9° 

1ouses were submerged and swept away, des 

ing many lives and property. 


tro Ve 


Captain Brac K, 


/with much peril to himself, found a gentlema, 


then a young midshipman, now a captain in the 
navy, insensible and exhausted, floating on th, 
wreck of a vessel. This gentleman, on hearino 
of the illness of Mr. Brack, repaired to his bed. 
side, and, inspired by the utmost delicacy of gray). 
tude and friendship, ministered to his wants, wit) 
the tenderness almost of a woman. 

On the close of the war, Captain Brack retired 


, to private life, and engaged in business with char. 
' acteristic energy and industry. 


Prior to his elec. 
tion as member of Congress, he filled severaj 
situations of trust and responsibility. He pos. 
sessed in an eminent degree the self-reliance of g 
self-made man, with the peculiarities of deportmen; 
and character that made him a popular favorite, 
From the period of his return to the twenty-eighth 
Congress, others have enjoyed better opportunities 
than myself of forming an estimate of his public 
career. But the deep and even affectionate anxiety 
manifested during his illness, and the profound 
sensation which his death occasioned amongst 
those who were particularly associated with him, 
are honorable commentaries upon his private vir- 
tues and his public worth. 

Atan early period Mr. Biack became a disciple 
of the old republican doctrines, and he ever after- 
wards maintained them with unflinching firmness 
and uniform consistency. He has been sustained 
during his public career by the unshaken conf- 
dence of an intelligent, numerous, and wealthy 
constituency. 

A few days before he died he gave expression 
to his unshrinking faith in the hopes and conso- 
lations of the Christian religion. He retained 


| throughout his painful illness the possession of his 


mental faculties, and one remark which he made 


consolation and admiration. He said that a death- 
bed was not the place to prepare for death, and 
that he had not deferred till the last moment the 
solemn considerations connected with his spiritual 
welfare. He professed a confident adherence to 


| the Christian faith, and expressed the hope, that 


through its efficacy, he should enjoy a happy ex- 
istence hereafter. A few days before his death, I 
approached his bedside, and endeavored to cheer 
and encourage him. ‘This is indeed a great 
trial,’? he said, ** but I will try and meet it as be- 
comes a Carolinian!’’ Afterwards he said, “1 
have only one request to make: let my bones rest 


_ in the soil of my native land!” 


This is not a fitting occasion on which to speak 
of the domestic relations of my departed colleague. 
Into that sacred private circle in which the virtues 
of the husband and the father were displayed, it is 
not for us to enter. Itis consolatory that his wife, 
son, and brother, reached his dying bed in time to 


| receive an affectionate recognition; and that he left 


this earthly scene with a firm hope of happiness 
beyond the grave, leaving behind him an unsullied 
name, and the reputation of a good and upright 
man. 

Mr. B. concluded by offering the usual resolu- 


| tions incident to such mournful occasions, which 


were adopted. 
And the Senate adjourned. 


—————— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wepnespay, -4pril 5, 1848. 


The House having been opened by prayer, and 
the Journal read, at a quarter past twelve o’clock 
the remains of the late Hon. James A. Buack was 
brought in, attended by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, the chaplains, and the bereaved son of the 
deceased—the House rising to receive them—and 
the coffin was deposited on the bier prepared for it 
in front of the Clerk’s table. i 

The Senators next entered (the House rising) 
and took seats in the Hall—the Vice President 
being seated on the right of the Speaker. ; 

At twenty-five minutes past twelve, the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the Heads of Execu- 
tive Departments were received by the House and 
Senate rising to their feet; and, when they were 


him for military eommand. Upon one occasion, || seated on the right of the bier and the mourners, 
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1848. 
the chaplain of the Senate (Rev. Mr. Sticer) read 
he latter part of 1 Cor, xv., and fengaged in 
prayer. 
' The 
delivered the sermon founded on the text— 

«Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shail rise again.”’— 
John X1- 23. 

-oneluding with the benediction. 

The order was then announced by the Clerk, and 
che procession moved, according to the following 
seowramme, to the Congressional burying-ground, 
where the body is deposited, until arrangements 
+n be made for its final interment in the State of 
South Carolina. 

The Chaplains of both Houses of Congress. 
Physicians who attended the deceased. 
Committee of Arrangements: 

Mr. Sims, of South Carolina, 

Mr. Bovd, of Ky., Mr. Marsh, of Vt., 

Mr. Atkinson, of Va., Mr. Hainpton, of N. J., 

Mr. Thompson, of Pa., Mr. Hubbard, of Conn. 

Pall-Bearers: 
Mr. Lumpkin, of Ga., ¢ ,; ) Mr. Cranston, of R. I., 


_ 





Mr. aot agrennd at Hs | 2 \ Mr. Cocke, of Tenn., 
Mr. Ligon, of Md., | & (Mr. Rockwell, of Mass., 
Mr. Hunt, of N. Y., |S j Mr. Harmanson, of La. 


The family and friends of the deceased. 
The Senators aud Representatives from the Staze of South 
Carolina, as mourners. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Representatives. 


THE 


House chaplain (Rev. Mr. Guriey) then | 


} 


The House of Representatives of the United States, pre- | 


ceded by their Speaker and Clerk. 
The other officers of the House of Representatives. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. 
The Senate, preceded by their President and Secretary. 
The other officers of the Senate. 
The President of the United States. 
The Heads of Departments. 
The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and its officers. 
The Diplomatic Corps. 
The Comptrollers, Auditors, and other heads of Bureaus of 
the several Departments of the Government, 
with their officers. 
Officers of the Army and Navy at the seat of Government. 
The Mayor of Washington. 
Citizens and Strangers. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.’ 
Tuurspay, April 6, 1848. 


| 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
} 
| 
! 
| 
| 


| 


sent, the bill relative to foreign mail service, which | 


had been made the special order for Wednesday 
last, (yesterday,) but which order was not execu- 
ied in consequence of the funeral ceremonies of 
Mr. Buack, was made the special order for Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired that 
the several bills amendatory of the bounty-land 
law, to give the bounty to officers sasmenel, from 
the ranks, which had been made the special order 
for Tuesday last, and superseded from the same 


cause, Should now be set down as the special or- | 


der for next Tuesday. 


| marks: 


i 


the Legislature of Texas, urging the delegation 
from that State in Congress to use their endeavors 
to procure the passage of a law to incorporate the 
navy of the late Republic of Texas into the navy 
of the United States. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed 
Mr. BINGHAM presented the joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of Michigan, asking the con- 
struction of a militury road from Green Bay, on 
Lake Michigan, to Kewenow Bay, on Lake Supe- 
rior. Also, joint resolutions relative to a grant of 
land to aid in the construction of the public works 
in said State. Also, joint resolutions asking a 
cession of lands for the construction of a canal 
around the falls of Ste. Marie; which were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


CORRESPONDENCE—GEN. SCOTT, ETC. 
Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Print- 
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Mr. KAUFMAN presented a joint resolution of |! be an order to General Scott to proceed from 
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New 


York to Vera Cruz, and the other was a letter of 


introduction merely. 


Now, he asked, what was 


there in these letters to expose the Administra- 
tion? 


Mr. HILLIARD inquired if the letters which 


the gentleman from Indiana was reading were part 
of the correspondence for which this House called 
a few days ago? 


Mr. HENLEY said it was that part of the cor- 


respondence for which it was proposed to call, and 
with which the gentleman from North Carolina 
| intended to criminate the Administration. 


Mr. HILLIARD desired to know if these letters 


were to te found in the published pamphlet. 


Mr. HENLEY said they were not; and he was 


going to show that if they were published, the 
would fail to sustain the gentleman from North 
| Carolina, [Mr. Cuineman.] 


ing, who were instructed by a resolutfon of the |! 


House to inquire into the expediency of printing 
an extra number of copies of the correspondence 
between the Department of War and Generals 
Scott and Taylor, and between General Scott and 
Mr. Trist, and between Mr. Trist and the Depart- 
ment of State, reported a resolution recommending 
the printing of ten thousand copies extra of said 
| correspondence. 





| ence to the printing, and especially to say a few 


| 


Mr. HENLEY said he was obliged to take this | 
opportunity to make some explanations in refer- | 


| 


words in reply to the gentleman from North Caro- | 


| lina, (Mr. Cuineman,} which he considered neces- 
| 


i} 


sary in consequence of the very singular and 


_ extraordinary accusations made by that gentleman 
| against the President of the United States and the 
Secretary of War. 


of those accusations as preliminaries to his re- 


| had been placed in the hands of the printer, and he was 
! sorry to say his worst fears were realized. He found that 
it was nota full statement of the correspondence. 
not only that some important letters were omitted altogether, 


He would read two or three | 


|| 


| 
| 


Hefound | Scott to the Secretary of War. 


but that of some letters extracts were given from the middle, | 
of others they were furnished with the end, and in some | 


cases they had beginning and end, but no middle.” 


« But he wanted to call the attention of the House to this | 


| correspondence, to show that it was too imperfect to be sent 
to the country.”’ 


“The Administration, while apparently undertaking to | 


that it was important not to send in General Scott’s plan of 
the campaign.”’ 
, General Scott accordingly elaborated a plan of a cam- 
paign, which the Administration has not thought proper to 
| give to the public.” 
“The correspondence had been garbled, most grossly 
| garbled.” 


| Now, he (Mr. H.) was prepared to say, from a 


Mr. VINTON, by general consent, in a few re- | 


marks referred to the necessity of the speedy pas- | 


sage by the House of the important appropriation 


bills which were yet undisposed of, and which || 


letter “garbled”? in the correspondence between || 


were especially necessary now, as this was the 
season for the making of the contracts and arrange- 
ments, Which could not be entered into until the 
appropriations were made; and to the fact that 
though he had been reminded by communications 
from the departments from time to time of this ne- 
cessity, and had exerted himself to bring up these 
buls, he had yet been unable to do so on account 
o! the various special orders which had taken pre- 
cedence. He now, on these grounds, and without 
having any objection to the bill to which the gen- 
Ueman from Mississippi had referred, hoped that 
no more special orders would be made until the 
appropriation bills were disposed of. 
fter further conversation by several gentlemen, 

the question being taken, was decided in the af- 
firmative: Ayes 88, noes 36. 

So the aforesaid bills were made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. SLINGER s 
been given, asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill to give to actual settlers and cultivators the 


benefits of limited quantities of the public lands for || Carolina thought he should be able to accomplish 
ula- || so much; and, to show how unfounded were the 
| gentleman’s conjectures, he would read them. 

\ 


Mr. H. read two short letters. One appeared to 


& nominal compensation, and to prevent s 
tion in the same. Read twice, and ref to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


LAND, previous notice having | 


| 
| 


| 
' 
‘ 


| 
' 


} 





careful examination of the correspondence, and 


i! furnish all the correspondence of General Scott, knew well | 


On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, by general con- | 


Mr. HILLIARD inquired if the letters which 


the gentleman read were the originals or copies. 


Mr. HENLEY replied that they were copies. 

Mr. HILLIARD begged to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana how he obtained them. 

Mr. HENLEY said they were furnished at his 
eounert by the Secretary of War. 

r. HILLIARD remarked, they had been fur- 
nished by the Secretary of War to the gentleman 
from Indiana, and yet they had not been furnished 
to this House, although they had been called for. 

Mr. HENLEY said he had procured them, and 
was exhibiting them, to show that if they had 
been sent in, they would not have sustained the 
accusations of the gentleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired if the gentleman 
from Indiana would allow him to put a question 
to him. 

Mr. HENLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CLINGMAN desired to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana if he had copies of the letters of the 


‘t He had looked over that correspandence briefly since it l\ 27th October, 1846, and of the 12th, 16th, and 


2ist November of the same year, all from General 
These were the 
letters to which he had referred in the speech from 
which the gentleman from Indiana had quoted. 

Mr. HENLEY said he had a letter of the 23d 
of October. 

Mr. CLINGMAN said, that was not the letter 
to which he had referred, and, that there might be 
no mistake, he would repeat, that he referred to 
the letters of the 27th October, and the 12th, 16th, 
and 2ist November, 1846. These were the letters 
that he wanted to get hold of. 

Mr. HENLEY said he had what he understood 
to be the whole of the correspondence that had 
not been sent in of that which had been called for 
by the resolution of the House. But he would 
state that there was a letter, not written by General 


fram positive information which he had received |, Scott, but by Mr. Trist, which he understood had 


from the Secretary of War, that there was not one 


solitary letter called for by the resolution of the | 
| House of the correspondence between the Secre- | 


tary of War and General Scott which had not been 
exhibit here; and he intended to show that the 


| had no application whatever to these. He would 
show, moreover, that there was not one solitary 


| the Secretary of War and General Scott—not one. 


Although the gentleman from North Carolina 


had charged that the correspondence had been 


| mutilated and garbled with a view to screen the 
|| Administration from the exposure which the gen- 
| tleman pretended would grow out of the publication 
'| of these letters, he would read those omitted letters | 


| to show how ——_ the gentleman was mistaken. 
| The gentleman 


} 


| great frauds, and he had intimated that he should 


remarks of the gentleman from North Carolina | 


| 
\) 
j 
1} 
i] 


| 

1| 
1 
|| 
1] 
| 
| 
i} 
| 
{ 


m North Carolina found that | 
| there were four letters which were not sent to this | 
House, and his imagination had conjured up some | 


been sent to the Senate with the other correspond- 
ence, but which, if sent here and published, would 
criminate a citizen of Mexico in the eyes of his 


‘| own Government, and expose him perhaps to per- 
furnished, except two or three, which he would || 


secution. Now, he would ask if the gentleman 
from North Carolina desired to give publicity to 
such a letter? 

Mr. CLINGMAN would say to the gentleman 
from Indiana, that he had been deceived; he had 
not been furnished with all the letters in existence 
from General Scott, as he would show at the proper 
time. He here solemnly asseverated that there 
were other letters, but the department had de- 
ceived the gentleman from Indiana, as well as the 
country. ‘ : 

Mr. McLANE was understood to inquire when 
General Scott received his orders to proceed to 
Mexico, and the date of his departure? 

Mr. CLINGMAN was understood to reply that 
it was late in the year 1846, but he did not remem- 
ber the precise date. 

Mr. McLANE said he had no information, di- 


| be able to prove some great wrongs on the part of |! rect or indirect, on the question in controversy ; 


j 





¢ Administration.’’ 


1 
1} 
hi 
| 
‘ 
i 
j 
i 
ti 
1} 
| 
it 
' 


| Secretary of ‘ 
_ ico, but the gentleman from North Garolina now 


1 ceed to Mexico on the 23d of November, an 


‘the Administration and Mr. Marcy. The gentle- || but he hoped the House would have a proper un- 
man from North Carolina had more than intimated || derstanding in relation to any documents charged 
that, ‘when this correspondence should be pub- 
| * lished, he should say a few things more about it, 
‘ and show the people how shamelessly it had been 
* garbled and mutilated, with a view to uphold the 
Now, he (Mr. H.) had those 
| four letters, with which the gentleman from North 


to have been withheld. The House should recol- 
lect that the President had been called upon to fur- 
nish the correspondence of General Scott and the 
ar while General Scott was in Mex- 


complained that a letter written by General Scott 
on the 27th of October had not been furnished. 
Now, General Scott only received his order to - 

e 
sailed on the 25th of the same month; the letters 


ta 


ae 
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to which the gentleman from North Carolina re- 
ferred were, therefore, necessarily not included in 
the call. oe 

Mr. CLINGMAN desired, with the permission 
of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Henvey,] 
on whose time he knew he was encroaching, to 
call the attention of the gentleman from Maryland 
to the resolution of the Louse itself, from which 
that gentleman would see that the President was 
not confined to letters written by General Scott 
after he was put in actual command of the army 
in chief. The terms of the resolution were, ‘* copies 
‘of all correspondence between the Secretary of 
* War and Major General Scott, and between the 
‘ Secretary of War and Major General Taylor, and 
‘between Major General Scott and N. P. Trist, 
* late Commissioner of the United States to Mex- 
* ico, and between the latter and the Secretary of 
* State, which has not heretofore been published, 
‘and the publication of which may not be incom- 
* patible with the public interest.’” The gentleman 
from Maryland would see, therefore, that it inclu- 
ded the letters to which he (Mr. Ciryeman) had 
referred, and of the non-production of which he 
had been complaining. He would not now detain 
the House, nor consume more of the time of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Henvey,] but if he 
could get the floor after the gentleman from In- 
diana, he would submit some remarks on this sub- 
ect. 


inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 
Mr.CLINGMAN replied, that if the gentleman 
from Maryland would read the resolution, he would 
see that it did necessarily embrace the despatches 
whose dates he had given. 
Mr. HENLEY resumed. 


North Carolina some days since made a speech of 


an hour’s length on this subject; he had now con- | 


sumed a poruon of his (Mr. H.’s) hour, and he 
promised to occupy another hour as soonas he got 


The gentleman from | 


the opportunity, in reply to him, (Mr. Hen vey.) | 


Well, to all this he had no objection. He now re- 
peated that the whole of the correspondence, every 
word of every letter, that had been called for by 


the House of Representatives, between Major Gen- | 


erals Scott and Taylor and the Department had 


been furnished, with the exception of some few | 
letters which had nothing to do with the subject. 
Those letters he had before him, and they were 
open to the inspection of any gentleman who de- | 
sired to see them; and when they were read, it | 
would be seen that the charges and accusations of | 
the gentleman from North Carolina were utterly 


and entirely unfounded. 
that the gentleman from North Carolina, at the 


He did not mean to say | 


time he made them, did not believe he had some | 
ground of accusation; but when the whole subject | 
was examined, it would be found that he had 


none, 


But to proceed. The gentleman from North 


Carolina had come to the conclusion that the war | 


had been badly, negligently managed by the Ad- 
ministration. In the course of his s weeping charges 
against the Administration, he said:, 

“ This Administration had been grossly negligent in not 


furnishing our officers with what it had undertaken to fur- 
nich? © © 8 


of April that he could not march to the city of Mexico for 


want of horses, wagons, and other means of transporta- | 


tion.”’ 


Now, he (Mr. H.) did not propose to answer | 


these charges; General Scott should answer them 
himself. 


to General Taylor: 


** TL believe my arrangements of every sort to be complete, | 
except that everything depends upon my drawing from your | 
thousand | 


command about five thousand regulars and 


volunteers. With these forees, and adding three or five 


* And General Scott found in the month || 


General Scott, in his letter of the date of | 
January 3, 1847, written from Camargo, thus writes | 


regiments of new volunteers, (foot,) Providence may defeat | 


me, but I do not believe the Mexicans can.’’°—Ex. Doc. No. 
Ss, p- 10. 


In the opinion of General Scott, then, Providence | 


alone could defeat him, so perfect were all his ar- 
rangements. 


On the 9th of January, 1847, Major General W. | 


Oo. Butler, in a letter to General Scott, dated at 


Saltiilo, amongst other things, says, (and the ex- 


tract would be found on page 48:) 
« The troops, together with those under General Taylor’s 


immediate command, after deducting the escort for himself | 


and a garrison for Tampico, willfully comply with your re- 
quisition for regulars, whilst the division of Major General 
Patterson will, it is believed, supply the number of volun- 
teers, both horse and foot, 
ard’s company of Louisiana volunteers, acting with the 5th 


} 


I should state also that Blanch- | 


| five hundred strong. 
| fill General Scott’s requisition for volunteer cavalry.” 


| this correspondence. 
| a letter trom the Secretary of War to General Scott, 
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| infantry, and a company of Kentucky foot, with the 6th 
| infantry, march with General Worth. 


If a further num- 
ber be necessary, which it is believed will not, either the 
regiment of Colonel Curtis or Colonel Drake, at Camargo, 
could receive your orders in time for the movement by 
water.’ 


Again, on page 52, General Taylor, in a letter 


| dated at his camp near Victoria, January 15, 1847, 


says to Lieutenant 1. L. Scott, A. D. C., orchief | 
of the staff at Major General Scott’s headquarters, 
Brazos Island: 

“As I presume that General Butler, under his instructions, 


has ordered the batteries of General Worth’s command to 
march with it to the mouth of the river, and as [ inter from 


| those same instructions that not more than two batteries are 


required by Major General Scott, I have directed the return 
to Monterey of Captain Bragg’s and Sherman’s. If I have 
mistaken his wishes in this matter [ beg to be advised with- 


| out delay, as the batteries may still join bim in time. 


“To the troops, regular and volunteer, marching hence on 
Tampico may be added perhaps three hundred artillery of 
Colonel Gates’s battalion, and the Alabama regiment, about 
The Tennessee horse will more than 


Thus, then, it was seen that Generals Scott, 
Taylor, and Butler, all concurred in the fact that 


| all the requisitions had been complied with. Of 


the disposition of the Secretary of War to facili- | 
tate General Scott’s movements he had evidence in 
On page 63 would be found | 


dated February 15, 1847, from which he would 


| read the following extract: 


i 
Mr. McLANE made some remark, which was | 
| you left Washington were organized with as much despatch 
| a8 was expected; nearly all have left for the seat of war, 
| and we are advised of the arrival of several of them off the 


“The several regiments of volunteers called out after 


Brazos. 
“fT am happy to inform you that the bill for raising ten 


| regiments to serve for the war has at length become a law. 


Had this authority been given, as I hoped and expected it 


| would, within the first two weeks of the session, I am quite 
| contident that we should now have had several thousands of 


these troops on their way to Mexico.”’ 


Again, on page 64, he says, in the same letter: 


* Your expedition is a matter of deep anxiety to all, and 
certainly to none more than myself. Every possible effort, 


so far as I know, has been made in each branch of this de- 


partment to carry outfully and promptly all the arrangements 
which devolved upon it, in the way of preparation and out- 
fit.’ 

It was not necessary to remind the House why 
the ten regiments to which the Secretary refers 
were not sooner furnished; for the facts were 
known to the country. 

On the subject of transportation and supplies, 
General Scott thus expressed his satisfaction in a 
letter to the Secretary of War, dated ‘* Headquar- 
ters of the Army, Brazos Santiago, January 26, 
1847. He read from page 95: 

« The Quartermaster General (Brevet Major Gen. Jesup) 
at New Orleans has, I find, taken all proper measures, with 
judgment and promptitude, to provide everything depending 
on his department for the despatch and success of my expe- 
dition.”’ 

General Scott then made a requisition on Gen- 
eral Taylor, with which he said his arrangements 
were complete, and that requisition, it appeared, 
was satisfactorily complied with. General Jesup, 
General Scott himself admitted, had fully discharged 
his duty. Everything which it was in the power 
of the Administration to do had been done. It was | 
true, that General Scott expressed some dissatis- 
faction respecting the non-arrival of some supplies, 
not being then aware of the causes of the delay in 
their transit across the Gulf; but he (Mr. H.) did 
not suppose it would here be made ‘a grave accusa- 
tion that the Administration did not allay the storm 
and bid the angry waves be still. A thorough 
examination of these documents, however, satis- 
factorily showed that the Administration had done 
everything that it was in its power to do. 

There was one extract more to which he would 
call the attention of the House, as it had a direct 
reference to this subject. The Administration, 
after being charged with not furnishing General 
Scott with a sufficient number of soldiers, was 
accused of having withdrawn General Taylor’s | 


* 


|| forces, and leaving him exposed to the Mexican 


army under General Santa Anna. On this subject, 


| the gentlemen opposite were as much in error as 
| on some others—for instance, the movement on the 


Rio Grande, which was made on the recommenda- 
tion of General Taylor. Whether this withdrawal 
of his troops was done in conformity with General 
Taylor’s views, would be seen from the following 
extract from a letter to General Scott, dated at his 
camp, near Victoria, January 15, 1847: 
“T deeply regret to find in your letters of January 3, to || 


\| Major General Butler and myself, an allusion to my position |; 


here, which I can but consider an insinuation that | hig 


___ April 6, 


o ° . . ay " 
myself willingly out of the reach of your comune ~ bu 


I beg leave to remark that the movement of the troons ay 
direction, and my own march hither, were undertaken « 
public reasons, freely set forth in my reports to the cia 
General—one of them being my desire to place ip posit - 
for embarkation to Vera Cruz, should the Government 

an expedition to that point, the force (two thousand peo, oe 
and two thousand volunteers) which I reported myisns 5. 
spared for that service.” ns 


This was from a letter written by Gen ral 
Taylor to General Scott after he had received tio 
requisition for troops. He had written to the Pp. 
partment of War to say that he could spare certain 
troops of his command if it was thought proper “a 
call for them, and he had moved to Victoria to be 


Alhor 


be 


| ready to comply with such a call. 


Mr. STEPHENS rose and asked the gentleman 
from Indiana to read the whole of that letter fran 
which he quoted. At least he should read tive fo\- 
lowing passage: 

“T cannot misunderstand the object of the arrangements 
indicated in your letters. I feel that I have Jost the cong 
dence of the Government, or it would not have suffered ino 
to remain up to this time ignorant of its intentions, with so 
Vitally affecting interests committed to my charge. But, how. 
ever much I may feel personal/y mortified and outraged at the 
course pursued, unprecedented at least in our own history, 
[ will carry out in good faith, while | remain in Mexico, the 
views of the Government, though I may be sacrificed in the 
effort.”? 

Mr. HENLEY said he did not wish to involve 
General Taylor in inconsistency. 

Mr. STEPHENS asked the gentleman from In- 


| diana to explain his own inconsistency in attempt- 


ing to palm off a statement that General Taylor was 
satisfied with the withdrawal of his troops. 

Mr. HENLEY denied that he had attempted to 
palm off anything for which he had not the record 
to refer to as his justification. He was simply 
showing what General Taylor had done from Gen- 
eral Taylor’s own letters. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the gentleman from 
Indiana to yield the floor for a few moments. 

Mr. HENLEY assented. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, that with the per- 
mission of his friend from Indiana, he would take 
the liberty to read a letter published in the ‘* Union” 
of this morning, conveying what purported to be 


| the substance of a conversation between General 


Taylor and a highly enere gentleman at the 
residence of the General at Baton Rouge. The 
conversation was very important, as purporting, 
upon the highest authority, to afford the authority 
of General Taylor upon several points in contest in 
this debate, and between the two great political 


| parties of the country. The letter was as follows: 


*‘T take the liberty of addressing you, and giving you, at 
the same time, some few facts relative to General Taylor's 


| position before the American people as it regards the Presi- 
| dency. 


In a conversation with Dr. Baden, (a gentleman in 
whom the utmost confidence can be placed,) he told me 


| that he called on the old General at his residence at Baton 
| Rouge, and spent some three hours in his company. Like 


all others who describe him, he says that he is a man of 
sense ; open, frank, and free in his manners; ever ready to 
give or receive any information that may be of use. He 
states that he is willing to be the President of the people, 
not of a party; that if the Democrats nominate bim he will 


| run, provided they ask no pledges for his future course ; or, 


if the Whigs nominate him, he will run on the same prin- 
ciples, and no others. Again, should a third party bring 
him out, he will still be a candidate, if they appear to have 
the majorty. He is in favor of the present tariff, and op- 
posed to a national bank. He thinks that the President was 
not to blame about the war; that he (General Taylor) was 
the cause of the moving of the army on the frontier; and 
gave as his reasons that a large force was collected at Mat- 
amoros, and, unless there was an opposing force in the 
neighborhood, that the Mexicans might cross over and com- 
mit any amount of depredations without his being able to 
arrest their progress in time to save the inhabitants. He 
says that was not the cause of the war, but the annexation, 
He was asked, ‘ If you should be elected President, of which 
party would you fill your cabinet?? His answer was, ‘I 
would seek out the best men of the country, and select them 
without regard to party.’ ”’ 


Mr. McC. continued. Now, if this letter be un- 


‘true, let it be proved to be so. It appeared to be 


addressed to amember of Congress, and to be vouch- 
ed for upon the highest and most respectable author- 
ity; it was incumbent, therefore, upon those who 
should question it to prove it tobe untrue. It was 
not enough for those who knew aang about the 
letter to contradict it. The letter was highly im- 
portant, as purporting to afford the authority of 
General Taylor, not only in favor of the present 
revenue tariff and against a national bank, but also 
in justification of the removal of the army from 
Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande. It appeared 
that he (General Taylor) suggested, was in fact 
the cause, of the removal of the army on to the frontier; 
that it was not that that caused the war, but annez- 
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ation. Thus, on the authority of General Taylor, | tion of the House, but he would at this time notice 
sccording to this letter, the oft-repeated charge that but one of them, and this he would say (with all 
ie President provoked the war by ordering the || due deference to the gentleman) showed the ex- 
army to the Rio Grande, is disproved. Thus it is tremely loose manner in which charges were got- 
shown that the march to the Rio Grande was a ten up against the Administration. In times of 
wise and necessary measure. Will the Whig | high party excitement it was well known that even 
party impeach General ‘Taylor’s authority? _ || gentlemen otherwise of truth and candor would, 
Mr. EMBREE desired the gentlemen from Illi- | both on the stump, in their own districts, as well 
nois to tell them who it was that wrote that letter, as on the floors of legislative assemblies, make 
d whether there was any signature at all to it? declarations which, on the slightest examination, 
Mr. HENLEY, without waiting fora reply to turned out to be wholly unfounded. He did not 
Mr. Empree’s question, proceeded to say that he || mean to say that such a practice was indicative of 
had shown from the correspondence that,the Ad- | a recklessness as to the demands of truth and mor- 
ministration was not obnoxious to the charges | als. As an instance in point, to show the truth of 
which had been made against it. It had not with- || what he had said, he would read from the speech 
held forces. On the contrary, it had promptly | of the gentleman from North Carolina an assertion 
facilitated all General Scott’s movements, and was | meant, it would seem, to go to the country asa 
noteven chargeable with having committed a blun- | grave statement of fact, while it was in truth a 
Jer. To this Generals Scott and Taylor bear | piece of empty declamation, such as could impose 
witness, and, so far as he knew, it could be attested | upon no schoolboy in the country, and which the 
by all the officers of the line. Gen. Scott, writing | gentleman probably threw out in the expectation 
to General Butler from Camargo, January 3, 1847, that it would never be answered. Mr. H. here 
says: | quoted from the speech of Mr. Crineman the fol- 
«Two thousand regulars and five of volunteers, I sup- | lowing: 
pose—the whole standing on the defensive—to be necessary | = en hte 
to hold Monterey, Cerralvo, Camargo, Reynosa, Matamoros, « Thus, at the close of the most brilliant campaign in the 
Point Isabel, the Brazos, the mouth of the Rio Grande, and national annals, this brave and accomplished leader (Scott) 
Tunpico. I do not enumerate Saltillo and Victoria, be- found himself suspended from command. In less than six 


cause | suppose they may be abandoned or held, without months he had taken Vera Cruz, with its impregnable cas- 
hurting or improving the line of defence [ have indicated.” || tle ; he had marched four hundred miles into the heart of a 


aoe || country the most difficult by reason of its physical features, 
In a letter on page 54, General Scott, writing to armed aud prepared to resist him at every step, with a force 


General Taylor, under date of January 26, 1847, || of less than ten thousand men. With this little band he 
from Brazos Santiago, says: had putto rout thirty thousand men of the enemy ,intrenched 
. ’ . | in positions the strongest by nature and art, skillfully turning 
«] hope Ihave left, or shall leave you, including the new | them in every instance ; and had stormed and taken a walled 
volunteers who will soon be up, a competent force to defend | city of two hundred thousand inhabitants, utterly annihila- 
the head of your line (Monterey) and its communications | ting the army opposed to him, and capturing in his march 
with the depéts in the neighborhood. ‘To enable you to do | seven hundred pieces of cannon.” 
this more certainly, I must ask you to abandon Saltillo, and || Ee : 
to make no detachments, except for reconnoissances and im- Now, could any man living conjecture what 
mediate defence, much beyond Monterey. I know this to | followed? Could any man, who had not read or 
be the wish of the Government, founded on reasons in which heard the speech, believe that this brilliant account 


Iconcur; among them, that the enemy intends to operate “ : ‘ 
against small detachments and posts.”? y F | of General Scott’s victories would be followed by 


All this was consistent with the views of the °" assertion like this: ** And for this he has been 


: suspended !”’ 

Secretary of War, with whose reasons General ; 
Scott says he concurred. The Secretary of War aes ee nny eee manne 
uses this language to General Scott, in a letter ie Ree a aoe aoe = 
of the date of January 4, 1847—(pp. 61 and 62:) y. b oe é ag 

“It was expected that General Taylor would have deemed SPE SANS ORS: SPENNEES SR CW: POT of 
itexpedient to order the force under General Wool to join | the enemy surpassed all history, as far as they 
bim at Monterey, and not to extend his line to Saltillo, with |, probably exceeded all his own expectations and | 
aview to hold permanent possession of it. * * * || the expectations of the whole country. They 


“As a considerable part of the forces under General Tay- || were certainly in direct contradiction to the gloomy 
lor may be withdrawn for the »xpedition you are to conduct | 


aainst Vera Cruz, it is urged that great caution should be | Predictions of the gentleman himself and his polit- 
observed in regard to the safety of those which may be left || ical friends. All this he freely admitted. But, 
on the present line of operations.”” | after dwelling with just exultation on the exploits | 
Thus it appeared that General Scott enumerated | of his hero, the gentleman concluded with the dec- 
the amount of force that would be necessary to de- || laration, ‘* For this he has been suspended from 
fend General Taylor’s line. He said that General |, command.” 
Taylor could spare the forces which he called for, || Mr. H. would ask his friend from North Caro- 
and he told General Taylor to make Monterey the || lina to say, in all candor and sincerity, whether he | 
head of his line, and that if he went much beyond || really thought there was a schoolboy in this wide 
that he might endanger his army. He (Mr. H.) 
did not propose to investigate the reasons which || tion were accused by gentlemen on that side the 
induced General Taylor, after he had been directed | House with being the authors of the war. Well, 
by General Scott not to advance beyond Monterey, || if they were, they had selected in this city of 
to advance beyond that point. i Washington a general to take the command of it, 


is reasons were | p gen 
doubtless satisfactory to himself. It might be that || and had sent him into Mexico—for what? To be 
defeated? To let his army be massacred? That 


his reasons were contained in another letter, which : r 
| was obviously the gentleman's innuendo; for he 


would be found on page 66, written by General 
Scott to the Secretary of War, from Brazos San- || asserted, that because he had not been defeated, 
| but had achieved a glorious triumph, he was sus- 


tiago, on the 4th of February, 1847, in which he || Dh, y 
said: || pended from command. The Administration were 
“Itis now believed, on the authority of a letter not offi- | doubtless held responsible for the success of the 


cial, that my despatches to the same generals, (of the 3d | ° j i 
ultimo,) being sent off by the latter at Saltillo to the former, | war; the gentleman admitted that its success had 


then marching towards Victoria, by Second Lieutenant || been complete; he admitted that it covered the na- 
Richey, fifth infantry, and ten mounted men, were met by | tion with glory; but then he averred, what was 
& party of the enemy about the 11th ultimo, and the detach- || certainly very remarkable, that, bright as was the 


ment all captured or killed. If Lieutenant Richey (reported | : : 
as being slain) had not time to destroy the despatches about glory of its success, not one rticle of that glory 


his person, (which is highly improbable,) General Santa | belonged to the Administration; none of it per- 
Anna, at San Luis Potosi, had them, no doubt, in four days | tained to the President; none to the War Depart- 


an 


= their capture. It is, consequently, more than possi- || ment; but all to the Whig generals. The gentle- 


that before this time the greater part of the Mexican | . . 
ariny lately assembled at San Luis Potosi has reached Vera man would not admit one ray of it to fall on the 


Cruz or its vicinity. Major General ‘Taylor’s mind has, no || head of one Democratic general, if, peradventure, 
doubt, ere this, arrived at the same conclusion ; and I shall || there might bea Democrat in command in any one 
ee pens ag him, at aera Gometee, *- advan- || corps of the army. Such were the declarations of 
Potosi, ater betag Sosdieity reteinread Re aprcrandaga oe — | the gentleman from North Carolina, stripped of the 
regiments of volunteers. The suggestion would be unne- || Slender veil of sophistry which covered them, and 
cessary but for the intimations he has received to stand on || there was not much even of that. Of those in the 
the defensive.” | field, none must have a particle of credit but the 

He (Mr. H.) would not condemn the movement | Whigs, because the generals were all Whigs; and 
beyond Monterey, but he gtated the fact that the || it was the same with the Whigs in that House 
country might judge for itself who ordered Gen- | who staid at home, because it was they that voted 
tral Taylor to advance with an insufficient force. | all the supplies. The Whigs must be glorified at 

Mr. H. said there were various declarations of | any rate; not for opposing the war, as most of 
the gentleman from North Carolina {Mr. Cuine- | them had done, both in and out of the House, but 
MAN] to which he had intended calling the atten- | for furnishing the supplies which carried on the 


Union that would believe this? The Administra- | 
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' war. True it was that the Whigs had carried on 
a war during the whole session; but it was a war 
against the Administration, and that was a war 
which they never would bring to an honorable ter- 
mination. No, that was a thing not to be done. 

But Mr. H. would not occupy any more time on 
that point. He would now refer to a passage in 
this correspondence which showed that General 
Scott called for from eight to ten thousand men to 
strengthen his force in the attack on Vera Cruz; 
and to another which would show that this force 
which he had demanded was furnished to him by 
the Government. Writing from Vera Cruz on the 
Sth of April, General Scott said: 

“* With eight or ten thousand recruits, he would be able to 
take the city during the summer, if not earlier stopped by a 
treaty of peace, or such terms for an armistice as would se- 
cure one.” 

By the report of the Adjutant General, dated 
March 3, 1847, it would be seen that not less than 
eight thousand troops were ordered to General 
Scott’s line. Shortly after, other troops were or- 
dered to that line, making up the full complement 

| asked for by General Scott. 

General Scott acknowledged the receipt of these 
reinforcements, but did not take back any of the 
ill-natured remarks he had made, and which, prob- 
ably, he now regretted. The gentleman, in one 
part of his speech, alluded to a purpose of the Ad- 
ministration to supersede General Taylor in his 
command upon the Rio Grande. The same thing 
had often been repeated in debate. Mr. H. would 
let General Scott himself vee Mr. H. had al- 
ready shown that the withdrawal of the troops 
from his command at Monterey had General Tay- 
lor’s own approbation. He would now show from 
the book that there had never Leen any such pur- 

| pose cherished by the Administration: 

“*T could not propose to do this (take you with me in my 
command) for two reasons, either of which was conclusive 
with me at the moment—first, I thougst you would be left 

| ina higher and more responsible position where you are; 
and, second, I knew it was not contemplated by the Govern- 

| ment to supersede you, or take you from that immediate com- 

| mand,’? ‘ 

General Taylor, on the 15th January, at Vic- 
toria, wrote to General Scott: 

“| beg leave to remark that the movement of the troops 
in this direction and my own march hither were undertaken 
for public reasons, freely set forth in my reports to the Ad- 
jutant General, one of them being my desire to plaice ina 

| position for embarkation to Vera Cruz, should the Govern- 
ment order an expedition to that point, the force (two thou- 
sand regulars and two thousand volunteers) which [ reported 
might be spared for that service.”’ 

This showed a perfect understanding between 

| the War Department and Generals Scott and Tay- 
lor as to the forces General Taylor could safely 
spare. 

General Scott, writing to General Taylor, Jan- 

|| uary 26, 1847, said: 

| «yf hope I have left or shall leave you, including the new 
volunteers who will be up soon, a competent force to defend 
the head of your line (Monterey) and its communications 
with the depdts in the neighborhood. To enable you to do 
this more certainly, I must ask you to abandon Saltillo and 
make no detachments, except for reconnoissances and im- 
mediate defence, much beyond Monterey. I know this to 
be the wish of the Government, founded on reasons in which 

| Leoncur; among them, that the enemy intends to operate 

| against smalb detachments and posts.” 

General Taylor told General Scott, that in with- 

| drawing troops from Monterey to reinforce the 
expedition against Vera Cruz, he must leave him 
force enough to enable him to defend een and 

| General Scott accordingly left all the force that 
|| General Taylor required. This showed that Gen- 
| eral Taylor had all the force which was deemed 

‘necessary to enable him to maintain his position 
as far up as Monterey. The Administration ad- 
| vised him to abandon Saltillo. 

There was one more thing in the speech of the 

; : 
gentleman from North Carolina which Mr. H. 
must notice. The gentleman had brought this 
charge against the Administration. He would not 
say that Mr. Polk desired to see the army defeated; 
but he charged him with a gross want of foresight. 
And on what did this charge rest? Why, the 
President was always expecting peace from one 
battle to another. Whenever we gained a victory 
Mr. Polk thought that peace was certainly coming, 
and then ceased his reinforcements. ell, sup- 
| pose it was true that the President did look for 
peace after each successive victory; who was it 
that led him to that belief? The gentleman, in 
advancing this charge, had been about as unfor- 

_ tunate as he had before been about the removal of 

|| the army to the Rio Grande, or the withdrawal of 
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the troops from General Taylor. Who led the 
President to expect peace after victory? General 
Scott, writing from Vera Cruz, said: 

* Ail the intelligent, the wealthy, and the sober-minded 
citizens of the capital and elsewhere are anxious for peace— 
yielding to us asthe basis the left bank of the Rio Grande 
and Upper California. With American commissioners at 
the headquarters of this army, I think it quite probable that 
by our arrival at Puebla, if not before, we should be met by 
Mexican commissioners empowered to treat on that basis.’ 

This was on the 5th of April, 1847. Here Gen- 
eral Sectt told the Deportument he expected to be 
met by commissioners ready to treat on the basis 
of yielding the Rio Grande as our boundary, and 
giving up Upper California to the United States. 
Yet the gentleman ridiculed the treaty just ratified 
by the Senate as a lame and impotent conclusion 
to so great a contest. If it was, who was it that 
led the President to that very conclusion? Scott 
had told him that if he would send a commissioner 
they would probably get a treaty on the above 
basis. The President did send a commissioner, 
and yet now the gentleman said, that if General 
Scott had not been * trammelled with a commis- 
sioner,’’ he might have taken the city and ended 
the war by a treaty long before. The Adminis- 


tration had adopted the very policy General Scott | 


had recommended; he advised the sending a com- 
missioner to accompany the army, that thus we 
might meet Mexico with the sword in one hand 
and the olive branch in the other. If there was 
any error in the course of the Administration in 
this respect, it was the error of General Scott. 
But now that all was over, the gentleman came out 
very sagaciously and declared that the case was so 
jain that any man with ordinary foresight might 
~ anticipated and provided for it. It reminded 
Mr. H. of the old story of the cow eating the 
grindstone. ‘IT told you so long ago; you ought 
to have taken better care.’’ But he would tell 
the gentleman what the President did foresee: he 
foresaw that he never would get peace in Mexico 
till he had conquered the opposition at home. And 
they would be conquered. The Democracy were 
able to conquer them, and they would do it. War 
to the knife and the knife to the hilt, till Mexico 
should agree to a peace, This was General Scott’s 
doctrine. 

Mr. H. said, in conclusion, that it was his firm 
belief, and he did not shrink from declaring it 
here, that there was not one accusation against the 
Administration in the gentleman’s whole speech 
that was not founded in error. The gentleman 
had charged the Administration with corruption in 
contracts, while it turned out that his own party 
friends were as much in fault as anybody. 

[Here Mr. H.’s hour expired.] 

There were many competitors for the floor; but 

Mr. VINTON called for the orders of the day, 
and moved that the House go into Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. CLINGMAN insisted that he had obtained 
the floor and addressed the Chair before the gen- 
tleman from Ohio rose. 

Mr. VINTON said that made no difference. He 
had a right under the rules to demand the orders 
of the day, and he should insist on that call. 

Mr. CLINGMAN entreated for a féw minutes 
to reply to the gentleman from Indiana while he 
remembered what the gentleman had said; by to- 
morrow he should have forgotten itall. [A laugh.] 

The question recurring on Mr. Vinton’s motion 
to go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, the House divided—the ayes were 62; 
but before the noes were announced, the yeas and 
nays were demanded and taken, and stood as fol- 
lows: Yeas 93, nays 81. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Cranston, of Rhode 
Island, in the chair.) 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Academy 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1849. Agreed 
to. 

The bill having been gone through— 

Mr. STEPHENS said, before the bill was laid 
aside to be reported to the House, he wished to 
submit a few remarks to the committee upon 
another subject, viz: the correspondence whith 
had been sent to the House from the War Depart- 
ment, in answer to a resolution passed some days 
ago, and upon which the gentleman from Indiana 
|Mr. Heniey} had addressed the House a few 
moments ago. He wished to call the attention of 
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the House and the country to the important posi- | vindicate the dignity of the House? 


tion in which they were placed. 


the United States to communicate all the corre- 
spondence which might have taken place between 
certain officers of this Government, which might 
not be considered detrimental to the public service 
to be made known; and yet they had witnessed 
this morning the singular exhibition of a gentle- 
man coming forward and reading to this House 
letters which, if he (Mr. S.) understood them, 
should have been embraced in this correspondence, 
but which had been withheld from the House. 


He asked this House what was the condition of |! 


the Representatives of the people of this country? 
How was it that that gentleman, or any other, 
could get that correspondence which had been 
suppressed from the public? 
with the dignity of this House to investigate this 
subject? The gentleman said that these letters, 


LOBE. 


Here was a reso- || 
lution of this House calling on the President of || 


which he had read, and which were not in the | 


correspondence communicated to this House, had || 


been furnished him, as he (Mr. S.) understood the 


gentleman, by the Secretary of War, and at his 
request. 


Mr. HENLEY (the floor being yielded for ex- 


certain letters had been withheld. He did not 
know at the time but the Secretary of War might 
have withheld some of the letters which he thought 
ought not to be made public. He had called upon 


the Secretary for the purpose of inquiring what | 


was the nature of those letters which had not been 


furnished, and which the gentleman from North || 
Carolina had charged contained important matter | 


in some way criminating the Administration. The 


Secretary had told him that those letters would |] 


have been furnished if it had been supposed that 


they were called for; that two of them were letters || 
of recommendation given to gentlemen going to | 
Mexico—mere letters of introduction; and that | 


another was a letter of General Scott to Mr. Mar- 
cy, stating when he would leave New York, and 
that his movements must necessarily be obscure 
for a time. 
campaign, that had never been called for by any 
communication from this House; and when it was, 
it would be furnished at once. 


stood the gentleman, in his argument, to state that 
these letters had been furnished by the Secretary 


of War, and that they would show that the com- | 
ments of the gentleman from North Carolina, a | 


few days ago, were unfounded. 
Mr. HENLEY. So far as the charge is con- 
cerned that these letters contained what was calcu- 


, planation) said it had been charged by the gentle- \| 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Crineman] that 


So far as related to the plan of the | 


| them whenever a sense of convenience jyjo\ 


| __A pril 6, 


How lone 
should they be trifled,with and defied in this a 


He did not know what other letters the Seors 


| tary of War, or the President, or some of the reat 
| of the tools of the present Executive, might f 


Imnish 


’ to defi nd 


2 t 
prompt them to do it. Yes, when it had been ¢, 

clusively established before the House and 1), 
country that the order for the advance of our troops 


to gentlemen on that side of the House 


| from Corpus Christi on the 13th January was 


given by the President before Mr. Slidell’s Jeti, 
could have reached here giving the information of 
his final rejection—when the President was ep. 
deavoring to bolster himself up by the pretence 
that he gave that order when it was known tha: 


wh | Mr. Slidell had been rejected—he said, when the 
Did it not comport || 


correspondence had been published, and it had 
been made fully to appear that Mr. Slidell’s Jette, 
could not have been received here until after that 
| order was given, why then, lo! and behold! ano. 
ther trick similar to that practised this morning 
had been played off on this floor. The gentleman 
| from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruett] had come jn 
| and stated to the House that he had had a private 
| interview with the Secretary of State, and had seen 
a communication which had been received, with 
an endorsement that it had been received on the 
| 12th of January, which notified him that Mr. Sj. 

dell had been, or would be, rejected. He (Mr.S.) 
| wished to call the attention of the House and the 
country to the inquiry, if that was true, why had 
not the House and the country been furnished 
with that important information? 

Mr. HENLEY again interposed, and (Mr. 8. 
| giving way) wished to state to the House, once 
| for all, that this correspondence of which the gen- 
tleman was now speaking was not considered by 
| the Secretary of War embraced in the call of the 

House; but the charge having been made that he 
had withheld information which would sustain the 
| charges of the gentleman from North Carolina, he 
| (Mr. Hescey) had called and got these letters 
which he had this morning produced. It was fur- 
nished him that it might be considered as having 
been furnished officially, and gentlemen, if they 


| desired, might make the motion to print it. The 


lated to sustain the charges made by the gentleman | 


from North Carolina against the Administration. 


Mr STEPHENS continued. And now the gen- || 
tleman came forward and said the Secretary of || 


War had had a private interview with him, and 
had furnished him the letters; and that he (the 
Secretary) did not know that any gentleman wanted 
them! He referred to the terms of the resolution 
under which the call was made, for ‘copies of 


‘ all correspondence between the Secretary of War || 


|| not even suppose it was called for. 
Mr STEPHENS remarked that he had under- || 


| Secretary of War did not suppose it necessary; did 
There were 
| two letters of introduction, and one marked “ pri- 
| vate”? from General Scott to the Secretary of War. 
Mr. STEPHENS said he should greatly prefer 
that the Secretary should make his own reports, 
than that this House should be left to receive them 
'in this way. Let the Secretary of War or the 
| President state to this House, under the obliga- 
tions of their -official stations, that these letters 
were there. What he censured was, that they had 
not been furnished to the House when they were 
called on to furnish all the correspondence. 
The gentleman said the Secretary of War did 
not consider them embraced in the call. He (Mr. 
S.) asked why did he not? Did not the House 


‘| call for all? Did they call for garbled correspond- 
ence? How, then, could he have withheld 1? 


‘and Major General Scott, and between the Secre- | 


‘tary of War and Major General Taylor, and 


‘ patible with the public interest.”’ 


private members of the House to exculpate these 
officers from charges which had been made on this 


floor, which letters were not contained in the doc- | 


uments which had been communicated to them! | 
He asked again, did this comport with the dignity | 
of the American Congress? They had called some 


two or three months since for the instructions of 


the President to Mr. John Slidell. They had been || 


told by the President that he could not, consist- 


ently with the public interest, declare to the free- || 
men of this country—his masters and theirs— || 
what they were; and yet, in lessthan three months, | 
we saw those instructions published to the four | 


winds of Heaven! How they got into the news- 
papers no one could tell; but, after what we have 


seen to-day, it would not be difficult to guess that | forces to General 


There was but one reason which could have justi- 
fied him—that it was incompatible with the pubiic 
| interests to be communicated. He wished to know 


| |, how it was compatible with the public interests to 
‘between Major General Scott and N. P. Trist, || communicate it to a gentleman privately, to come 
‘late Commissioner of the United States to Mex- || 
‘ico, and between the latter and the Secretary of || 
‘State, which has not heretofore been published, || 
‘and the publication of which may not be incom- || 
And yet (said | 
he) here were letters brought forward now by | 


in and make the announcement of it to the coun- 
try, when it had been suppressed at the call of the 
House? If it was incompatible with the public in- 
terests to answer their call, how was it compatible 
with the Secretary of War to have a private inter- 

view with the gentleman from Indiana, and autho- 
_rize him to come in and read these letters, for the 
purpose of defending that functionary and the 

President? and this in garbled portions, perhaps; 

for he could only judge of the gentleman’s reading 
| of these letters from the manner in which he had 
read the letters from General Taylor, to refer to 
which was the main purpose for which he bad 
risen, and to show to the House the manner 1" 
_which he had garbled the letter of General Taylor 
for the purpose of producing the impression thet 
General Taylor was not only willing, but had ac- 
tually given the advice for the withdrawal of his 
(General T.’s) troops to General Scott’s line in the 
| manner in which it was done; in other words, that 
General Taylor approved of the withdrawal of his 
ott’s column, and that the de- 


it was through the agency of some friend of the | partment was in that but acting according to his 
President. He asked if it did not become them to || wishes. That was the impression the gentlems! 
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had endeavored to make upon the country, and he 

supposed upon this House. 

~ Now he (Mr. 8.) wished to call the attention of 

the House to the whole of the letter of General | 
Taylor of the 15th ere of which the gentle. | 
man from Indiana had only given a portion, be- | 
cause it would show that while General Taylor | 
yas willing to part with a portion of his forces to 

sirengthen the column of General Scott, he had | 
never dreamed of being so entirely stripped as he 

was. It would show also that General ‘Taylor was 

eft there in a defenceless position without ever | 
peing notified by the department of such an inten- | 
“ion. But to the whole letter he asked attention— 

to the whole of it; he should give no garbled ex- | 


tract : 





Camp near Victoria, Mexico, Janucry 15, 1847. 

ein; In acommunication addressed this day to your staff 
officer, | have replied to so much of your letter of the 6th 
jystant and its enclosures as relates to points of detail; but | 
there are other and grave topics embraced in those commu- 
nications to Which [ deem it my right and my duty to reply 
directly. 
othe amount of foree to be drawn froin this frontier, and 
the manner in which it is proposed to withdraw it, had never 
fully come to my knowledge until yesterday, though hinted | 
at in your note of November 25. Had you, General, relieved 
me at once in the whole command, and assigned me to duty 
under your order, or allowed me to retire from the field, be | 
assured that no complaint would have been heard from me ; 
but while almost every man of my regular force and balf the | 
yolunteers (now in respectable discipline) are withdrawn 
for distant service, itseems that I am expected, with less | 
than a thousand regulars and a volunteer force partly of new | 
jevies, to hold a defensive line, while a large army of more 
than twenty thousand men is in my front. 

I speak only of a defensive line; for the idea of assuming 
offensive operations in the direction of San Luis by March, 
or even May, with such troops as can then be at my dispo- 
sition, is quite too preposterous to be entertained for a mo- | 
ment. After all that [ have written to the department on 
the subject of such operations, I find it difficult to believe || 
that I am seriously expected to undertake them with the || 
extraordinarily limited means at my disposal. 1} 

[cannot misunderstand the objéct of the arrangements | 
indicated in your letters. I feel that I have lost the eonfi- | 
dence of the Government, or it would not have suffered me | 
to remain up to this time ignorant of its intentions, with so 
vitally affecting interests committed to my charge. But, || 
however much I may feel personally mortified and outraged 
atthe course pursued, unprecedented at least in our own 
history, | will carry out in good faith, while I remain in | 
Mexico, the views of the Government, though [ may be || 
sacrificed in the effort. 

{ deeply regret to find in your letters of January 34d, to | 
Major General Butler and myself, an allusion to my position || 
here, which T can but consider an insinuation that I have | 
put myself willingly out of the reach of your communiea- || 
tons. [ beg leave to remark, that the movement of the | 
troops in this direction, and my own march hither, were un- | 
dertaken for public reasons, freely set forth in my reports to 
the Adjutant General, one of them being my desire to place 
in position, for embareation to Vera Cruz, should the Gov- 
ernment order an expedition to that point, the foree (two 
thousand regulars and two thousand volunteers) which I 
reported might be spared for that service. 

Ihave the honor to be, General, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Major General U. S. 4., commanding. 
Major Gen. WinFietp Scort, 
Commanding U. S..4., Brazos Island, Texas. 


In a passing comment in the course of the read- 
ing, Mr. S. remarked, that instead of General Tay- 
lor having been left with ‘* a thousand regulars,” 
ithad turned out that he was left with but a very 
few over five hundred regulars; and said all he 
wanted was for that entire letter to go to the coun- 
ry with the gentleman’s speech, ‘Tt was a suffi- 
cient answer to it. 

That was the whole truth, (continued Mr. S.) 
General Taylor never had advised that he should 
thus be stripped of his forces and exposed to the 
attack of Santa Anna with his twenty thousand 
men. He had contemplated that only two thou- 
sand regulars and two heoasoed volunteers should 
be taken from his army. He (Mr. S.) knew this 
‘o be true; and he believed there was a gentleman 
now present who also knew it. (Mr. McLanr, 
‘0 whom allusion was made, nodded assent.}] This 
order came to General Taylor—came upon him 
ike a clap of thunder in a ame sky. And yet he 
Was not only to be used up in this way, but liter- 
ally tomahawked by misrepresentations on this 
foor. After this order thus depriving him of 
nearly all his forces, the gentleman was to rise up 
and say that he (General Taylor) advised it, and 
hat he was exposed to Santa Anna with his little 
Thermopylean band at his own request! There 
Was no truth in it. General Taylor felt outraged 
by it, and he spoke of it as a soldier and a patriot. 
le, however, made himself master of his fortunes, 
adverse as they were. He met the attack as he 
would meet all similar attacks; he met it as he 
Would meet all the attacks which the gentleman | 


| 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
| 

| 

| 
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from Indiana or any of his coadjutors on this floor 
could make against him. Attacks from that source 
would be futile and impotent. The gallant old 
hero stood out boldly before tie American people a 
Colossus of greatness which the gentleman’s arm 
could never reach. 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. McCiernanp] 
had got up and read a letter published in the Union, 
that General Taylor was, as the writer declared, 
in favor of this and of that. This but showed the 
efforts, the futile efforts, which some gentlemen 
were putting themselves to, for the purpose of 
weakening the hold which General Taylor had on 
the hearts of the American people, and proving 
him unworthy of that deep confidence which they 
had in him. 

Mr. McCLERNAND (the floor being yielded) 


| explained that his object in reading that letter had 


not been to show that General Taylor was un- 
worthy, but, on the contrary, that he was worthy 


| of the hold which the gentleman said he had on 
| the hearts of the American people, on the ground 
that he held to the doctrines of the present tariff, 


that he condemned a United States Bank, and jus- 
tified the removal of the troops from Corpus Christi 
to the Rio Grande. 


Mr. STEPHENS inquired of the gentleman if 


he thought that General Taylor was worthy of the 
confidence of the American people? 
Mr. McCLERNAND replied, that so far as his 


views went in relation to these points, he certainly || 
_ was; but he doubted very much if his friend from 
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does not belong to their school of polities; and 
these side-licks, these passes under the fifth rib, 
were made by gentlemen who knew him to be a 
thorough Whig, and who wished to detract from 
his fame as a Whig, and to injure him in the house 
of his friends. It was on this account that these 
efforts were made against him. But they, like all 
others, would rebound upon the heads of their 
authors. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, interposing, said he had 
not detracted from the fame of General Taylor. 
He had spoken on the authority of the letter to 
which he had referred, and the gentleman from 
Georgia could now judge as well as he of its au- 
thenticity. The gentleman said, however—this 
letter to the contrary notwithstanding, which af- 
firmed that General Taylor was in favor of the 
present tariff, against a national bank, and justified 
the movement of the army from Corpus Christi to 
the Rio Grande—that General Taylor was a Whig. 
He (Mr. McC.) asked the gentleman, Wherefore? 
Where was the evidence? Was he (General Tay- 
lor) for a protective tariff—for a national bank? 


| For what measure of the Whig party could he 


Georgia would appreciate him (General Taylor) | 


very highly for them. 
man for further information, concerning the letter 


Mr. STEPHENS said it was time enough for 
him to make inquiries of the honorable gentleman 
from Mississippi, when he should rise and endorse 


| the letter. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (Mr. S. further | 


yielding,) said this letter seemed to be of some 
consequence to the House, which he had certainly 
not attached to it. It was a letter which had been 
addressed to him by a gentleman of Mississippi; 
Dr. Kemmell, of Hinds county, Mississippi, a 


most reputable and clever gentleman; and though || contest he would have voted for Mr. Clay. That 


| he (Mr. B.) had no means of knowing anything || 


in regard to the authenticity of the letter, further | 


than that he recognized the handwriting, he had 
no reason to doubt the genuineness of the letter. 
The author was a gentleman in all respects above 
reproach, and he (Mr. B.) could say that he had 


He would refer the gentle- | 


any of the spoils under Mr. Polk. 


penned nothing to him, or to anybody else, with- | 


out having what he believed sufficient evidence of 
its truth. 

[Several voices, ‘* Who is it?’’] 

Dr. Timothy Kemmell, of Hinds county, Mis- 


| sissippi, (Mr. B. repeated;) a gentleman who he 


believed was formerly from Maine, and with whom 


some of the gentlemen from Maine might perhaps | 


be acquainted. 


Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said the whole | 


matter resulted as he had supposed it would. 


ten to some gentleman of this city about what he 
supposed General Taylor’s opinions might be. 


The gentleman from Ilinois had wished to show, 


read. Sir, (said Mr. S.,) General Taylor’s past 
life is a much better guarantee to me of the confi- 
dence of the American people than any letter from 
Dr. Timothy Kemmell, or anybody else, stating 
that he learned from some other person that Gen- 
eral Taylor believed so and so. 


be decidedly opposed to these measures; he is 


known to be a true Whig, and he has lately reaf- | 


firmed the same; and everybody knows that when 
General Taylor speaks, he speaks the truth. 
He male 


he was ready to give him the endorsement of his 


Come on, and let us all for once unite in electing 
one Chief Magistrate worthy of that exalted sta- 
tion. But, sir, this the gentleman and his party 
will never do. They know that General Taylor 


General Taylor | 
is known to his best and most intimate friends to | 


He | 
had never doubted that some gentleman had writ- | 


But he (Mr. S.) preferred to get them from the | 
| General himself. 


| as he said, that General Taylor was entitled to the | 
| confidence of the American people, for the senti- 


| to support his cause. 


show him to be? 

Mr. STEPHENS said the authority of that let- 
ter was nothing. The writer did not even pretend 
to become sponsor for the truth of its information. 
But he would ask the gentleman if he believed hit 
to be a Democrat?) That was the best way to test 
it. The gentleman would not say he believed him 
to be a Democrat. He did not, therefore, place 
any confidence in his own authority. That was 
the very point to which he was coming, that, 


r p | although the letter might be used for the purpose 
which he had read, to the honorable gentleman || 


| from Mississippi, [Mr. Brown. ] 


of creating the impression that General Taylor was 
not a true sound Whig, yet the gentleman was not 
himself convinced by the evidence he had adduced 
He intended no disrespect 
to the gentleman, or to the gentleman from Missis- 
sippi. He presumed they could get a hundred 
more such letters. 

If the gentleman asked him (Mr. 8.) where was 
his evidence that General Taylor was a Whig, he 
replied that he took it from the hands of that old 
man, who had never falsified the truth. He had 


| said he was a Whig; he had said that in the last 


was sufficient evidence with the gentleman, he 
(Mr. S.) presumed. He knew it was with the 
gentleman’s party. If a gentleman had voted for 


Mr. Clay, he doubted whether he would have got 


| Mr. Clay. 


He doubted, 
among the numerous hordes that had come up here 
for office, if it would have been a passport to favor 
for any one to have had it known that be voted for 
He would then have been denounced 
as a Whig—perhaps a Mexican Whig. General 
Taylor had repeated again and again that he was 
a Whig; and the confidence of the American peo- 
ple in him was not to be weakened by any such 
shifts as these. The * Union”’ might publish such 
a letter every morning for a month, and he assured 
the gentleman it would have no effect. The Whigs 
were not in the habit of consulting that organ to 

know whom to trust. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND again interposed, and 
(the floor being yielded) said, if it was true that 

General Taylor held the sentiments promulgated 
in that letter, they would benefit rather than injure 
him. He asked, if such were his views, whether 
the gentleman from Georgia was for him? And he 


‘| would like to have the gentleman state, as he af- 
ments imputed to him in the letter which had been | 


| 


firmed him to bea Whig generally, what a Whig 
was? Whether General Taylor was for a national 
| bank? for a protective tariff? for the Wilmot pro- 


| viso? or upon what side of all these questions 


| he was? 


He hoped the gentleman would an- 
swer. 

' Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said he would 
answer the gentleman by telling him, that, in his 
opinion, it was no very bad evidence of being a 
Whig to be o to the mischievous schemes 
and reckless policy of this Administration. But 
he was not now going to be drawn into a discus- 


ask the gentleman from Illinois if he || sion of the bank question, tariff question, Wilmot 
believed General Taylor was not a Whig, and if | proviso, or any other party issue. 


He would do 


' is || that at a proper time, if the gentleman wished it. 
name and his party, and run him for the Presi- |, But he would tell the gentleman from Illinois that 
dency. If he would say so, he (Mr. 8.) replied, || he did not believe that General Taylor would ever 


| 


| suffer himself to be made the football of political 
| managers. He was a Whig: everybody knew it. 
And if be should be elected, no man doubted that 
he would administer the Government upon Whig. 
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principles. The gentleman need give himself no 
uneasiness upon that point. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND, again interposing, said 
he wished to disclaim any such purpose on his part 
of political manceuvres, or of making a football of 
General Taylor. If there were any such design, it 
rested with the gentleman’s own party —the Clay 
wing, which had been treating General Taylor 
most cavalierly. It seemed to him that Mr. Polk, 
so far from being hostile to General Taylor, had 
furnished evidence of generosity to him, inasmuch 
as he had promoted him from the rank of Colonel 
to Major General, in which situation he had cov- 
ered himself with glory. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Did I understand the gen- 
tleman to say that Mr. Polk had been kind to Gen- 
eral Taylor? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. 
him. 

Mr. STEPHENS (resuming) said they did not 
dare to tell the old hero what they meant to do. 
They never wrote to him, but sent General Scott 
to do it. Now, what did General Scott say to 
General Taylor? 


That he had promoted 


“T hope I have left, or shall leave you, including the new 
volunteers who will soon be up, acomp- tent force to defend 
the head of vour line (Monterey) and its communications 
with the depdts inthe neighborhood. ‘Toenable you to do 
this more certainly, [ must ask you to abandon Saltillo, and 
to make no detachments, except for reconnoissances and im- 
mediante detence, much beyond Monterey. I know this to 


be the wi-h of the Government, founded on reasonsin which || 


I concur.” 


Was that treating him kindly? (asked Mr. S.) 
Mr. McCLERNAND, (in his seat.) That was 
not the point to which I alluded. 
Mr. STEPHENS presumed that was not the 
oint; but it was the point which showed how he 
fad been neglected by this very President whom 
the gentleman from Illinois represented as having 
treated him so generously and kindly. 
Sut the gentleman had 


swer certain questions. For himself he would re- 
ply, that it was enough for him to know that the 
man in whom he confided was true to the princi- 
ples in which he believed; it was enough for him 
to know that he was true to the Constitution, 


which had been set at naught by the gentleman’s | 


President. 


He wished to say a word about these political 


managers and intriguers, who had become a curse 
to the people of this country; who were devoid of 


character and principle; worms, slimy worms, that | 


crept, and crawled, and fawned, and deceived for 


power; who had not the principle and spirit of | 


men about them. They were all, however, apt in 


their catechism. There was no question that could | 


be asked that they could not answer, and in a lan- 


guage that had as many readings as the places or 


sections to which it might reach. They wrote 
letters that read one way to one class of the peo- 
ple, and another way to another class. 


bug the honest yeomanry of this country? Go 
back, and the history of the past few years would 
bear him out in the declaration. Let the gentle- 
man take up his own party’s management. What 
was their present Executive? Had he any ability, 
any character in this country? Had he even been 
thought of by anybody as a proper person to be 
put at the head of this Government? No. How 
was it, then, that he had been intrusted with the 
important power he had so shamefully abused ? It 
was by nothing but skill in the political catechism, 
by answering letters which he (Mr. S.) supposed 
were perfectly satisfactory to the gentleman from 
lilinois, to some of the gentlemen from Pennsyl- 


vania, and to gentlemen of the Democratic party | 


in all parts of the country, however various or 
contradictory their views; answering them in a 


—— way, using words not to be understood, || 


ut to be interpreted according to the place and oc- 
casion. 


certain signs which he saw, that the object of the 
party to which the gentleman from Illinois and the 
gentleman near him (Mr. Bowpon] belonged was 
the same—that they intended to play the same 
game again. 

He saw that one distinguished gentleman from 
the section of country of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois had figured largely about the Wilmot pro- 
viso. He supposed the gentleman from Illinois 


asked whether he (Mr. | 
S.) thought it important for General Taylor to an- | 


And what | 


was it but an attempt to deceive, mislead, hum- || 


In this way the honest people had been | 
deceived and misled; and he supposed now, from | 
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enough, as the people of Pennsylvania were in 
voting for Mr. Polk, to be deceived by such blar- 
ney asthat. If he did, he was wonderfully mis- 
taken. The people of the South were not to be 
duped in any such way. As the gentleman near 
him from New York (Mr. Dver} had said the 
other day, he would rather take up even an avowed 


anti-Wilmot proviso man from the South than a | 


Northern dough-face. So he (Mr. 8.) said he 
would prefer an out-and-out Wilmot proviso man 
to one who would undertake to cheat him, to de- 
ceive him, as the letter to which he had referred 
indicated the attempt to deceive the people of the 
| South. He would rather have an open enemy 


| than a pretended deceitful friend. General Taylor | 


would write no such letters; and if the gentleman 
expected it, he would be mistaken. 
never deceive the people of this country, or any 
mart of it. Nor would he speak with ‘* bated 
»reath’’ even to be President. 
and shrinks from no responsibility.”? That was 
General Taylor’s position, and the country would 
always find him honest and aboveboard on this and 
every other question. 
{Mr. Bowpon here said a word to Mr. S., which 
was not caught by the reporter, 
One thing he (Mr. S.) would tell the gentleman 
from Alabama: General Taylor would never de- 
ceive the people of this country. He had never yet 


any question. One other thing he would not do: 
he would never bow ahd truckle for office. 
| was one of the best evidences that he deserved to be 
trusted. He would never make promises and give 
| pledges to the people for the sake of getting power, 
| and then betray their interests. No; it was incon- 
| sistent with the spirit which marked his every act. 
And he asked gentlemen on the other side of the 


| House, particularly the gentleman from Alabama, 


| if there was notsomething now in his position which 


commended him peculiarly to the favor of the Amer- || 


ican people? 
lasses, your Casses, and your Polks, supported by 
the **Union,” were literally promising everything 


to everybody, General Taylor occupied a proud | 


position—one that the greatest might envy. He 
did not degrade himself to such a level. No; he 
| stood on an eminence high and pure, far above the 


His 


engage in a scramble for the spoils of office. 


Washington had evinced. 


ing) was understood to say that he went for no 
man, north, south, east, or west, who would not 


questions. General Taylor had been distinguished 


mingled little in politics for years; and while the 
gentleman from Pennsyvania (Mr. Stewart] 
thought hima high tariff man, the gentleman from 
Georgia thought him something else. He (Mr. 
B.) went for a Democrat, and alone for a Demo- 


he was and where he stood. 


anything else, and he would caution the gentleman 
not to commit himself too broadly on that ground; 
| for he expected he would yet vote for Saneeel 
Taylor. [A laugh.] 

Mr. BOWDON was understood to reply that 


| him. 


| no apprehensions on that point. 
was his (Mr. S.’s) choice, and he was the chvice, 





get into the minority. 


But the gentleman had said General Taylor had | with the prosecution of the campaign, and had reason 


| expect at least the courtesy of an acknowledgment. 


, not come out and made his sentiments known. He 
| (Mr. 8S.) assured him he need not be uneasy on 
_ known. He never disguised his opinions; he never 

spoke in one language to one section of the coun- 


thought the people of the South were dupes || the best pledges a man could give were an honest 


| Purpose and a blameless life, spent in the xe 


| When General Taylor spoke, the people of 


He would | 


He “ asks no favor | 


deceived anybody, and he would not upon this or | 


This | 


While your Buchanans, your Dal- || and, as nearly as practicable at this time, of the amount and 


great crowd of party wranglers, and those who | 


. . . | 
position commanded not merely admiration, but | 
had that in it approximating to moral sublimity, || 
such as no man in this country since the days of |) grawal of so large a portion of my command. 


Mr. BOWDON interposed, and (Mr. S. yield- | 


come out and declare his position upon all political | 


| as a military man, and, as he himself said, had || 


| despatches, now in the hands of the enemy. 
| moment I have not received asyliable from the Department 
|| of War on this subject—my only advices being a semi- 


Mr. STEPHENS said he did not suppose any- || 
| body would charge General Taylor with a want of || 


| . : ° ° ° . 
boldness either in speaking his sentiments or in || 
| r | with the operations against Mexico by the order of the Presi- 


| dent of the United States, had I chosen to be punctilious, | 
| might have declined to ake any detachment from my force 


Mr. STEPHENS said the gentleman need have 
General Taylor || 


he believed, of a large majority of the American || 
people; and he had some doubt whether he should || 
see his friend from Alabama unfortunate enough to | 


| that point. General Taylor’s sentiments were well | 

| whole duty without fear and without favor. 
| terests of the service and the country have been my guide, 
. , _ and will continue to be while I remain in command, how- 
try, and in another language to another section. | 
He would not degrade his nature by so humiliating | 


himself; and he would- assure the gentleman that |, longer possess 
i only regret that 


rvice 
Gen. 
» and POs- 
all reproach, 


of his country. Such was the character of 
eral Taylor. All knew him to be honest 
sessed of an integrity of soul beyond 
country believed him. ‘They had been de, Ba 
once, but they did not know their man. He was 
not the man to send the Kane letter, and resovt \, 
such other miserable subterfuges to deceive th. 
eople, for the purpose of obtaining their vores 
e would ask no man to go through the country 
to endorse opinions, as a certain distinguished jnq). 
vidual went through Pennsylvania declaring tj; 
James K. Polk was a better tariff man than Henry 
Clay. He told gentlemen they need not be s 
anxious to get the ** Organ”? in this city to attemyy 
to scatter disunion among the Whig ranks through. 
outthe country. It would have no effect. [t would 
in nowise weaken the attachment felt by tie 
people, for that gallant old chief—that man of the 
people—whom the Administration hat! been hunt. 
ing down so long. He held the American hear, 
and they might read their fate in the handwriting 
on the wall. 
Mr. S. then proceeded to read from another letter 


_ of General Taylor, to show the feelings with which 


he received this order which took from him his 
tried and veteran troops—the men who had been 


| with him on the bloody fields of Palo Alto and 


Resaca de Ja Palma—with whom he had stormed 
the heights of Monterey, and upon whom he had 
relied to meet Santa Anna. ‘This letter showed 
the feelings of that gallant old soldier, who had 
been represented by the gentleman from Indiana 
as advising this withdrawal of his own troops. |; 
was the letter of General Taylor to the Adjutan 
General, of the date of January 27, 1847, as {)- 
lows: 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF OCCUPATION, 
Camp near Monterey, Janucry 27, 1847, 

Sir: My despatch No. 5 has advised you of the measures 

taken to meet Major General Scott’s requisition for troops, 


description of force left under my orders in this part of 


| Mexico. 


Having fulfilled my duty in carrying out what I believed 
to be the wishes of the Government, I now beg leave to 


, invite the attention of the department to several points of 


grave interest to myself, and not without importance in their 
bearing upon the public service. I have therefore to request 
that this communication may be laid before the Secretary of 
War, and by hiin be submitted to the President of the United 


| States. 


I will first speak of the extraordinary reserve manifested 


by the Department of War in not communicating to me the 


intentions of the Government—at least in regard to the with- 
Had I not 
been deemed a safe repository of its purposes, I might, at 


| any rate, have been instructed to hold the troops in readi- 


ness for detachment. A special nessenger, de=patched from 


| Washington, when the employment of Major General Scott 
| was determined upon, would have reached me at the very 


latest by the 8th of December—in time to suspend the move- 


| ment on Victoria, to spare a portion of the army, including 


myself, a long and expensive march of four hundred miles, 
and to prevent the murder of a young officer with important 
But up to this 


official letter from Major General Scott,in New York, dated 
November 25, and received by me December 24, his instruc- 


| tions of January 3, received January 14, and his letter of 
crat—one who had boldness enough to tell what || 


December 20 from New Orleans, received January 16. All 
these delays and accidents would have been avoided by tie 
employment of a special messenger, and I can hardly believe 
that the occasion was not deemed important enough to wa- 
rant that course. 

Having been placed in command of the army, and charged 


without the same authority expressly communicated ; but 
believing that Major General Scott was possessed of the 
views and wishes of the Government, I had no hesitation in 
complying to the fullest extent with his call for troops, and 
should have done so equally had it placed me under the ne 
cessity of abandoning all that had been gained in this quar- 
ter. Thave the satisfaction of knowing that the troops he 
has required have been promptly placed in position for en- 
barkation, and that no delay whatever had occurred in ca 
rying out his instructions as soon as received. 

Again: I would respectfully state that no reply has been 
received to my communications of October 15, November, 
and November 12, replying, respectively, to the despatches 
brought out by Lieutenant Armistead, Major Graham, and 
Mr. McLane. In those commanications I expressed fully 
and frankly my views on many important points connected 


While exercising a command which it is well known | 
never sought, it has been my constant aim to re 
ne best iit- 


ever limited may be my force or embarrassing my situation: 
but, from the course which the department has pursued !" 
the above particulars, | am constrained to believe that Ino 
the confidence of the Government. I ca 

the President did pot think proper, whil* 
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ved wems to expect that f will os eniinee va wrted on the || They came together during the present session, || largely fre , ce 
Was py March ; ype ah ge ‘a they will not be ex- || and, under the solemnity of an oath, the same | menting upon ee Sd a 
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sonal friend and companion of Bonaparte, than 
whom no man was more entitled to speak with 
authority on such a subject, had said, when leav- 
ing this country to return to France, that the Uni- 
ted States wanted none of those whom Bonaparte 
had to aid him in carrying out his great designs so 
long as she possessed General Totten, an officer 
not surpassed by any man alive, The academy 
was safe in his hands. 

Mr. I. expressed his regret that a blow should 
at this day have been aimed at an institution which, 
after the most strenuous opposition and obloquy, 
had fought itself into honor and distinction by the 


acience and the deeds of those who had there re- 


ceived the elements of their military education, 
He trusted that all those clouds of error, miscon- 
ception, and prejudice, which once had obscured its 
rrospects, had now passed away, having forever 
. en dissipated by the exploits of a corps of ofti- 
such as was not to be found in the world. 

Hle knew that there were in the service of other 
countries individual officers of the highest attain- 
ments, and whose education had been of the very 
first order. But he spoke of ouroflicers asa body; 
and the beauty of our system was, that owing to 
the system of rigid discipline established and en- 
forced in our Military Academy, every officer was 
first a well-trained soldier. Before he could win his 
epaulets he must pass through an arduous course 
of military training; and so thorough was this pre 
vious course of preparation, that it had been as- 
serted, and with truth, that there was no young 
man who came out of West Point, and was of the 
ave of twenty-one, who was not able to command 
a regiment in the field. Mr. I. trusted that this 
motion to abolish the board of visiters would not 

prevail, 

Mr. MeCLELLAND did not regard the motion 


cers 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dickey] | 


as a blow aimed at West Point; on the contrary, 
it was the result of a conviction entertained by 
some of the best friends of the institution. ‘The 
question of the expediency and value of such a 
board had been thoroughly discussed some two 
vears avo, and the amendment for the abolition of 
the board had been carried almost unanimously. 
There had been very few votes against it on either 
side of the House. In 1844 Mr. McC. was, he be- 
lieved, the only Democrat who had made a speech 
in favor of the West Point Academy. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, here rose in- 
quiringly, and asked in what year of our Lord that 
speech was made? [A laugh.] 

Here a somewhat humorous colloquy took place 
between Mr. MeCLELLAN Dand Mr. HOLMES 
(who has ever been a zealous supporter of the in- 
stitution) about the priority of theer regard for and 
advocacy of it, which elicited much merriment in 
that quarter of the House, but which was wholly 
lost to the reporter. 

Mr. HOLMES said he remembered making a 
speech for West Point in 1843. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND never had been person- 
ally at West Poimt, but had, from the beginning, 
been its unfailing and unflinching advocate. 

Mr. HOLMES had been an early friend to the 
echool, and he was now happy to find there was 
another whom he had never heard of before. 

Mr. McCLELLAND aaid he had always been 
opposed to the board of visiters as an unnecessary 
appendage to the system, increasing its expense 
without any corresponding benefit, and stll more 
as tending to an improper increase of Executive 
natronare. Gentlemen on the other side of the 
House were accustomed to represent themselves as 
very decided opponents to all increase of this pa- 
tronage; so was Mr. McC, Here was an item of 
$2,000 to cover the expense of a visit to the school 
at the annual examination by certain gentlemen 
not officers, but in civil life, selected fur that honor 
by the department, 

tiow many of those thus invited were compe- 
tent to conduct a thorough examination of the ca- 
dets in the various departments of their very ex- 
tensive education? Let gentlemen take up the list, 
and they would not find any body of visiters equal- 
ly competent in this respect to the board of mili- 
tary officers appointed to the duty since the civil 
board had been suspended. Military men were 
the only men competent to conduct such an exam- 
ination. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. J. R. 
Incersoit} had paid a fine and a well-deserved 
compliment to Coloael Totten. 
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| Black river, in the State of New York. 


said Sabine river. 


fully with every word of it; and as a proof that he || 
was sincere in this, he would add that he would || 
rather have Colonel Totten as an examiner than a 
whole board of visiters, take them from where you 
would, 

There was, in truth, no need of any board of 
examiners atall. The thoroughness of the train- 
ing to which these young gentlemen were subject- 
ed had been severely and fully tested in Mexico, 
and their deeds in the present war were the best of 
all proofofthe competence of theireducation. Years 
ago it had been the fashion in certain quarters to 
attack this institution: it was perhaps a political 
and party hobby in some districts; but who now | 
was found coming forward toassail it? The country 
had tried it, found its effects, and proved them to 
be good. 

Mr. McC. would with great pleasure vote for | 
the amendment. Pending the question— 

The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills were given | 
under the rule— | 


By Mr. FEATHERSTON: Of a bill for the relief of cer- 
tain ciuzens of the county of Lowndes, in the State of Mis- 
Sissippi. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: Of a bill regarding the | 
location of Lovely donation claims in Arkansas. 


T'he following memorials and petitions were presented | 
under the rule, and referred : 


By Mr. REYNOLDS: The petition of Richard Ames, a 
soldier in the war of 1612, for pay and bounty land. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition and other 
papers of Amo» Knapp, a soldier in the last war with Great || 
Britain, for relief. | 

By Mr. BARROW : The petition of A. Z. Donnet, praying || 
compensation as Chargé d’ Affaires at the court of Portugal 
from 19th April to 2eth December, 184]. 

By Mr. HALL, of New York : The petition of sundry mas- | 
ters and owners of steamboats and vessels on the great lakes, 
asking for an appropriation for the establishmeut of eight 
buoys on the Niagara Rock, near the harbors at Buflalo and 


By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Cornelius Brown and | 
56 others, citizens of Pike and Scioto counties, in the State 
of Ohio, praying Congress to establish a new mail route be- | 
tween Piketon and the Slaven Settlement, on Little Scioto, 
in Beaver township,in said Pike county; and that a post 
office be located at or near Charles Slaven’s, in said town- 
ship, to be called “ Gibson”? post otlice. 

By Mr. WENTWORKTH: The petition of Isaiah Wil- 
liams, fora pension. Also, the petition of citizens of La 
Salle county, for a mail route from Peru, via Troy Grove, | 
Earlville, and Four-mile Grove, to Pawpaw Grove, Iinois. || 
Also, the petition of Captain Silas Chatfield, for arrears of 
pension. 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: The petition of John Baldwin, F. 
Robb, and others, praying for alternate sections of land situ- | 
ate on the Louisiana side of Sabine river, for clearing out | 





By Mr. GAINES: The petition of sundry citizens of the | 
city of Covington, inthe State of Kefitucky, praying for an | 
appropriation by Congress to repair the dam at Cumberland | 
bar, Ou the Ohio river. 

by Mr. ECKERT: Two petitions, signed by 242 citizens | 
of Philadelphia, praying the Government to purchase 150 | 
acres of the Mount Vernon estate, embracing the sepulchre | 
and mansion of Washington. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of B.O. Conner, P. M., | 
and 116 others, for a post route from Port Washington to | 
Fond du Lac, in Wisconsin. Also, the petition of H. M. || 
Dickinson, P. M., and 205 others, for a post route from | 
Janesville to Madison, in Wisconsin, via Stone’s Bridge, 
Fulton, and Dunkirk. Also, the petition of Alvin Foster | 
and others, for a post route from Sheboygan to the county 
seatof Dodge county, Wisconsin, via Horricon and Tron 
Works at Maysville. Also, the petition of Cyrus Hebberd 
and 78 others, for a post route from Summit to Fond du Lac, 
in Wisconsin, via Cammenoc, Neasho, and [ron Works at | 
Maysville. Also, the petition of Andrew E. Ellmore and | 
229 others, of Waukesha county, Wisconsin, praying for the 
freedom of the public lands, in limited quantities, to actual | 
settlers, and that ali traffic by the Government, or under its | 
permission, may be prohibited: of the petitioners, who are | 
respectable citizens of Wisconsin, 157 are owners and oc- 
cupants of lands, and several have served with credit in the 
Legislature and in other important offices. 

By Mr. McLANE: The memorial of certain citizens of | 
the United States, praying for the purchase of Mount Ver- | 
non, that it may be held as the property of the United | 
States. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: A petition of John Warren 
and other citizens of Daviess county, Missouri, praying a 
grant of land to the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad. 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of citizens | 
of Van Buren county, Michigan, for a mail route from Paw | 
Paw, via Almena Centre, in said county, to Alamo, in Kal- 
amazoo county, intersecting at that point the route from 
Kalamazoo to Otsego, in the county of Allegan. 





| 
| 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvunrspay, dpril 6, 1848. 


Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the 
firm of Ward & Smith, American merchants at | 
San Francisco, Upper California, asking to be al- || 
lowed interest and premium for a loan made by || 
them to the United States at San Francisco; which ! 


Mr. McC. agreed || was referred to.the Committee on Finance. 


GLOBE. 


| it is an upright course. 
|| my motives and the justness of my cause.’’} 


___ April 6, 


Mr. CASS presented a petition from citi 
the United States, asking that Mount Vernoy yoy 
be purchased by the General Government: whiet 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


Mr. BELL presented a petition from Wes 


tern 


Cherokee Indians, asking a settlement of their 


Zens of 


| Claims under the treaty of 1846; which was refer. 


red to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a ye). 
tion from Eliza Ann and Mary Brewer, represent. 
atives of a deceased revolutionary soldier, asking 
to be allowed bounty land; which was referred 1, 


| the Committee on Pensions. 


Also, a petition from Henry La Reintree, asking 


| the interposition and influence of the Senate wit) 
|} the President of the United States to procure the 


appointment of purser in the navy; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


(‘This gentleman, it appears, is secretary to the 


| Pacific squadron, and is on board the United States 
| Ship Independence; he bases his request on long 
_and faithful service, of all which the evidence js 


appended. The memorialist says in his letter, that 
“it is a new mode of secking an appointment, but 
I rely on the integrity of 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pep. 


| sions, reported the following House bills, without 


amendment: The bill for the relief of the heirs of 


| William’ Evans; the bill for the relief of Esther 


Russell; the bill for the relief of Jonathan Fitz. 
water; and the bill for the relief of Zilpha: White, 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relie/ 
of John Lorimer Graham, late postmaster of the 
city of New York; which was read a first time. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of the representatives of Wm. Russworm. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Wynn; which was read a first time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 


|| Claims, made an adverse report on the memorial 


of the administrator of Francis R. Sanchez. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to declare 


the true intent and meaning, so far as respects the 
franking privilege of members of Congress, of the 
act of the Ist March, 1845, &c.; which was read 
a first time. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs, reported a bill to increase the pay of military 
storekeepers; which was read a first time. 

[This bill gives to those at the armories of 
Springfield and Harper’s Ferry, and at the ar- 
senals at Watervliet, Alleghany, Watertown, and 
Washington, the pay, emoluments, and allowances 
of a major of infantry, and to those attached to 
all other arsenals and depots, the pay, emoluments, 
and allowances of a captain of infantry, the whole 


| to be in lieu of the pay and allowances received 


under existing laws. ] 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


Mr. ALLEN moved to postpone the previous 
orders, and to proceed to the consideration of the 


| joint resolution submitted by him relating to the 
| revolution in France. 


At the request of Mr. Hanneean, who promised 


| to renew it, the motion was withdrawn. 


Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on 


| Foreign Relations, to whom the message of the 


President was referred, reported the following series 


| of resolutions: 
| JOINT RESOLUTION tendering the congratulations of the 


United States to the people of France. 
Resolved, §c. That, in the name and on behalf of the 
American people, the congratulations of this Government 
are hereby tendered to the French people upon the recent 
change in their form of governinent, and their success! ul 


| efforts thus far to found for their country institutions simila! 


to our own. 


Be it further resolved, That the moderation, humanity, 


|| regard for order, and veneration for Christianity manifested 


by the French people in the accomplishment of their free- 


|| dom, inspire the confident hope that their deliberations 1 
| the organization of the new Government will be so directed, 


under Providence, as to ensure the liberty, the true glory, 


| and the enduring happiness of a great and enlightened Da 


tion. 

Be it further resolved, That Congress fully approves the 
conduct of our minister, Richard Rush, in bis proupt recog: 
nition of the Provisional Government of France. ai 

And be it further resolved, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, requested te t these 
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na : c 
colutions to the American minister at Paris, with instruc- 
an to present them to the supreme authorities of the 


French Repubiic. 


The resolution having been read, 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to postpone the pre- 
yjous orders, as he had pledged himself to do, and 
moved that the resolutions he had just reported be 
«ken up conjointly with the resolutions of the 
cpnator from Ohio. ’ 
~ Mr. FOOTE expressed a desire to make some 
remarks. There had been objection urged to an 
expression in the resolutions of the Senator from 
Ohio—** consolidate the principles of liberty.’’ 
Now, he wished to state that the word selected by 
the Senator was sustained by the best scholastic 
authority in the world, ; 

Mr. HALE rose to a question of order. A mo- 
tion to postpone the previous orders was not de- 
batable. 

At the request of Mr. Maneum, Mr. HALE 
withdrew his point of order. 

Mr. FOOTE said he wished only to say a single 
word. The Senator from Connecticut took ex- 
ception to the word ** consolidate,”’ as applied to 
iiberty. Now, he (Mr. F.) thought it was most 

happily selected; it was the best word that could 
h ive been chosen—the most scholastic, and, which 
was still better, it was perfectly in accordance with 
the French idiom, and therefore conveyed a pecu- 
liarly graceful compliment. He had picked up the 
last work of Lamartine, who was justly celebrated 
as a literary man, a poet, an orator, and a states- 
man; and he would read a passage from the second 
yolume of his work on the Girondists. Here Mr. 
F. read an extract from the French edition, (sta- 
ting that he translated literally as he proceeded,) 
to show that the word “‘ consolidate’? was therein 
used in reference to ‘‘ the resulis of victory.”’ He 
hoped no one, after this, would question the accu- 
racy of the expression. 

One word more. Gentlemen seemed to think so 
much of consolidated power—to which he was as 
much opposed as any one—that they could not 
separate the words. He then showed that the 
word was not only scholastic, but Washingtonian. 
The word consolidated was first used by Wash- 
ington, in reference to the consolidation of the 
Union. Therefore it was Washingtonian. He 
would only add that he was in favor of the French 
movement, because it consolidated the principles 
of liberty. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to without 
adivision, 

Mr. HANNEGAN then moved to take up all 
the resolutions for consideration; which was agreed 
to. 

The question being on the amendment moved 
by Mr. Hare— 

Mr. MANGUM moved to strike out all the 
original resolutions submitted by the Senator from 
Vio, and insert the resolutions reported by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ALLEN asked for a division of the ques- 
tion. His resolution was intended to give a gen- 
eral expression of the feeling of one nation to an- 
other. If we were to adopt individual opinions as 
io particular acts, we should never agree on any 
general form of resolution. It would be necessary 
'o construct a resolution embracing a detail of all 
the French had done. To avoid that difficulty he 
hod condensed his views into a single sentence, so 
as to make it most clear and simple. 

To go into details in order to give a reason for 
everything we do, is to place ourselves rather in 
the atutude of advisers than congratulators. He 
thought it best to imbody a general expression in 
afew sentences, as the only way to obtain a gen- 
eral and prompt expression of the feelings of the 
Senate. He should prefer his own resolution, on 
account of its plainness and simplicity. 

Mr. NILES said his objection to the resolutions 
Was not because of any particular phraseology, 
but because we state in them what is not the fact. 
We go beyond what has actually been done. We 
Say a government has been overthrown and liberty 
consolidated. He presumed consolidating liberty 
Neant providing a guarantee for the security of 
liberty. This had not been done. The govern- 
ment established was merely temporary; it had 
hot yet been properly elected. It may, indeed, be 
Presumed that public opinion sanctions it. The 
results have not yet been obtained; so that we g° 
beyond the pale of history. He preferred the 
resolutions reported by the Committee on Foreign 


‘ 


| merited congratulation, and he expected that, not- 
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| 
Relations, although they did not exactly harmo- | 
nize with his views. 
Mr. DICKINSON said it was not a question 
with him what France was about to do, but what 


she had done. He thought the recent movement 


| withstanding the opposition of the Senator from 








| He adverted to the manner in which, by means 
| of a mean disguise, and through great difficulties, 
| he had escaped the personal consequences with 
| which his perfidy had menaced him. 


similar congratulations to other countries. 


Connecticut, the resolutions would be adopted. 
He then glanced at the past life of Louis Philippe, 
who at first was a guardian of popular rights, but 
had recently curtailed the privileges of the people. 


| Even if 
Louis Philippe should be replaced on the throne 


| to-morrow, he would still vote for congratulations, 
| because the recent movement had solved one great 


roblem: that opinion is stronger than bayonets. 
f there was no precedent for this act of legislation, 


| as the Senator from Connecticut had said, let us 
| establish one, as it is very probable that, before the 


close of the session, we may be called on to vote 
Ireland 
was ready to start; and over Europe the flame of || 
liberty is spreading. He went most cordially for || 
the passage of the resolutions. 

Mr. HALE said he did not desire to protract 
the discussion. But it had been said that France | 
had not done enough to satisfy our cold, calculating, 
mathematical policy. He protested against this 
idea. Did not the heart of the mother yearn over 
her new-born babe, before it is possible to know 
whether it can grow to maturity, or whether it | 
may not perish in its infancy? What had France 
done? The Senator from New York undertook to | 
tell us what she had done, and he had expected to 
hear something worth congratulating for. Had || 
France done nothing more than to expel Louis 
Philippe from the throne, and drive him a wan- 
derer through the country, he would never have 
congratulated her for that. But she had done more | 
than that; she had not limited her views of liberty 
to any particular hue or complexion of men, but 
had proclaimed liberty to all. And this was more 
worthy of admiration than the overthrow of an 
hundred kings. Nations have their crises as well 
as individuals. There isa moral Rubicon to be 
crossed as well as a natural one. France was | 
in this difficult and perilous passage, and he would | 
mingle some words of advice with the language of 
congratulation, lest she might yet falter in her 
course. He referred to the idea thrown out at the 
period of our Revolution that this Republic was to 
be the last hope and asylum of human liberty; and 
added that he fad latterly felt strong apprehensions 
that the realization of that idea was not liRely to 
be given to the world. He saw, indeed, the sun 
of freedom rising in radiant splendor up the eastern | 
horizon, and he indulged the hope that the success 
of human liberty would yet be secured; so that if 
we should fail to redeem the pledge we had given 
to the world, when our tale shall be told, another | 
nation will be found to carry out what we have | 
not done. 

Mr. HANNEGAN then addressed the Senate 
in support of the resolutions reported by him. 
He expressed his fervent desire that the revolution 
which had so well commenced would be carried | 
through without the shedding of a drop of human || 
blood. He explained to his friend from Ohio that 
he did not propose to interfere with his resolutions, 
as he aa show by his vote. But he preferred | 
the resolutions reported by the committee. He | 
went for the spirit of the resolutions. The reso- 
lutions he had reported were merely an imbodi- 








ment of the public sentiment, an echo of the opin- 
ions of every man in the country, of every laborer 
round the Capitol. He referred to the action of | 
our Government in the revolution of 1789, when | 


Louis XVI. communicated to General Washington | 


the fact that he had signed the constitution pressed { 
on him by the National Convention. General | 
Washington communicated that information to | 
Congress, and Congress replied by resolutions. | 
Here, then, was something like a precedent. He | 
disliked the word. But if we had no exact prece- | 
dent, it was because the event itself was without 

precedent. ; os aya 
He had heard suggestions from the distinguished 
Senators from South Carolina and Connecticut | 
that it was too early to adopt these resolutions. | 
i 





So he had himself thought at first. But reflection 
had led him to think differently, and as he could 


ot 


see no ill consequences likely to result from the 
passage of the resolutions, he would vote for im- 
mediate action. When liberty and humanity had 
been laid in a common grave, monarchs had ex- 
changed congratulations; and now, when new-born 








| France stretches out her hand and invites us by 


her infant smiles, shall we hesitate to cheer and 
sustain her? If there was anything in these reso- 
lutions at war with the usages of nations, oragainst 
the courtesy Of international intercourse, he would 


| pause before he gave his sanction to the resolu- 


tions. But he saw nothing of the kind in them. 
It was not impossible that before the present sun 


may set we may have information that every gov- 


ernment of Europe has recognized the act of the 
French people. He complimented our minister 
on his promptitude; said he had trembled lest Mr. 


| Rush should have proved derelict, in which case 


he could not have safely returned home; and quo- 
ted language imputed ry a correspondent to M., ° 
Lamartine, that two things which had occurred 


| had given him peculiar delight—the advances of 
| the nuncio of the Pope and of the minister of the 


United States. 

He briefly adverted to the manner in which the 
revolution had been accomplished; and expressed 
his entire confidence in the discretion and sagacity 


| of the French people for the support of those bril- 


liant intellects to whom their destinies had for the 
present been intrusted. ‘The spirit of liberty was 
now afoot, traversing the whole world, and he an- 
ticipated the general emancipation of the human 
race from thraldom and tyranny. All this was to 
be traced to our example, and we had some reason 
to be proud of the laurels which our fathers had 
canal in the cause of freedom. 

He was authorized to say that if any of these re- 
solutions should pass before midnight, they would 
be forwarded by express to go by the Cambria, 
which sails on Saturday from the United States. 
He would now say that he would not stop here; 
but, if the acts of the Convention—to assemble on 
the 20th instant—should realize the hopes we in- 
dulge, he would send out such an embassy as had 
never before gone from our shores to congratulate 
and fraternize with the French people. 

Mr. ALLEN then expressed his gratification at 


| the manner in which the Senator from Indiana had 


referred to his (Mr. A.’s) course in offering his 
resolutions. He went on to remark on the debate 
which took place on the question of sending a 
chargé to Rome, and to some observations which 
had fallen from him in the warmth of discussion, 
in which he had expressed a hope that Congress 
would, before the termination of the session, pass 
a resolution congratulating the French people. In 
conformity with that suggestion, he had felt him- 
self called on to offer the resolutions. He did not 
think there could be any objection to congratulat- 
ing France, but there might very probably, and 
very properly, be differences as to the exact form 
in which the resolutions should be clothed. 

Mr. DOWNS said, he should be satisfied with 
either of the resolutions which were before the 
Senate; but he was compelled to say a few words 
on the subject of the revolution itself, in conse- 
quence of what had fallen from him on a previous 
day. He went on to advocate the cause of the 
French people up to this time, and to distinguish 
the progress of this revolution from that of the old 
revolution, referring to the error committed by the 
leaders in the latter in setting up the Goddess of 
Reason, and throwing off all allegiance to a super- 
intending Providence. In the present revoluuon, 
morality and liberty went hand in hand, and some 
dignitaries of the church had eloquently sustained 
the cause of freedom. He stated that France asked 
no aid from us further than our cheering and sus- 


‘taming voice; and we ought to cheer and support 


her in her cause, for our own sake as well as for 
hers. It would strengthen our own system. And 
if France should hereafter need advice, we shall 
stand in a position to enable us to offer it with 
effect. He read extracts from letters which had 
come into his hands from Paris, in order to show 
that the revolution was passing off quietly and 
without any disasters. 

Mr. DAYTON said he would have been much 
better satisfied if the Senator from Ohio had con- 
sented to let these resolutions lie over until the first 
or second Monday in May. He thought that if 
the laborers round the Capitol were shaking hands 
with each other, the Senate within was engaged 
pretty much in the same way. This might do 
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well enough for us as individuals, but it did not 
become us as a legislative body. If weare to con- 
gratulate a people on consolidating liberty, we 
should first be sure that liberty is consolidated, or | 

erhaps when we send them out, the return may | 
= non est. It was said that it was right to offer 
congratulations when a child was born. True; but | 
he would wait until it was born. France had not 
yet been delivered—she may miscarry. He refer- | 
red to the haste with which results were achieved, ' 
by a mere stroke of a pen—the emancipation of a 
hundred thousand slaves, without providing any 
recompense for the owners—the redemption of 

pledges from the pawnbrokers—the conversion of 
the ‘Tuileries into a hospital. All these were done 
by a set of intelligent men, who were only a quasi 
government, and might be displaced as rapidly as 
they were clevated, It becomes us to do things 
decently and in order, and he thought a month’s 
delay could not diminish the value of the congrat- 
ulations. It would give him great pleasure to vote 
for the resolutions after we have had time to ascer- 
tain the resalt. 

Mr. JOHNSON. of Georgia, objected to delay. 
He did not think that a month would be sufficient 
to enable us to know the precise result of the great 
movement which had taken place. It might re- 
quire the lapse of a year before the French can 
have matured their system of government. — It 
occupied much time before our Constitution was 
matured, and it bad only grown with our growth, 
and strengthened with our strength. And still our 
Government is yet considered by foreign nations 
as merely an experiment. We could not, there- 
fore, reasonably expect that a month would enable 
us to come to a more correct judgment than we 
can now arrive at. He had dovbts at first, but 
they had been dispelled by the message from the 
President. 

He said he should give his vote in favor of the 
resolutions reported from the Committee on For- 
eicn Relations. He did not object to the word 
** consolidate’? in the resolutions of the Senator 


from Ohio, but he objected to a statement which | 


went beyond the fact when it indicated that the 
French people had succeeded. He would not con- 
gratulate them on their success, but he was willing 
to say success so far. They had only decreed a 
Republic, but the Republic had not yet been estab- 
lished. He read a long extract, to prove that the 
French people had acted with great moderation 
throughout the whole movement hitherto, and that 
under the whole of the decrees of the new govern- 
ment there lay the elements of public liberty. A 
movement in favor of public freedom anywhere 
would call forth the sympathy of our citizens, but 
a movement in France produced recollections and 
associations of a peculiar nature, calculated to ex- 
cite in us the warmest sympathies. 

He expressed his deep regret that the amend- 

ment of the Senator from New Hampshire had 
been introduced, because it was calculated to dis- 
turb the unanimity with which these resolutions 
ought to pass. The United States minister had 
already anticipated the action of Congress, ard his 
course having been approved by the President, the 
rejection of the resolutions would amount to a vote 
of censure on the Executive. 
» Mr. PHELPS said he agreed with his country- 
men in rejoicing at every advance of human lib- 
erty; but he was opposed to any hasty action of 
Congress, for the purpose of congratulating the 
French people, until we have knowledge of the 
events which must occur before it is consum- 
mated. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he desired to make some | 


remarks, and as the hour was late, he moved that 
the Senate adjourn. 


Mr. HANNEGAN requested the Senator from | 


Texas to withdraw his motion. It was desirable 
to pass the resolutions to-night, in order that they 
may be transmitted by the Cambria, which will 
sail at twelve o'clock on Saturday. If the vete 
was not taken this evening, there was no proba- 
bility that the resolutions would be again acted on 
before the assembling of the French Convention 
on the 20th. He had an understanding with the 
Senator from Kentucky, by which he was pledged 
to assist in disposing of the judiciary bill to-mor- 
row and Saturday, and next week he had prom- 
ised to aid in having the California bill acted on. 
So that he hoped the motion would be with- 
drawn. 


Mr. HOUSTON said the delay of a day could | 


TH 


| Hale, Phelps, Spruance, and Underwood—9. 








be of no great importance. The President’s mes- | 


sage would go out by the Cambria, and this would || 


satisfy France as to the disposition of our Govern- | 
ment to sympathize with her. 

Mr. HANNEGAN asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion; and they were ordered, when 

Mr. HOUSTON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD expressed a wish to speak, 
and renewed the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HANNEGAN renewed his call for the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; it resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Butler, Greene, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Benton, Breese, Clarke, Crittenden, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dickinson, Dix, Dougias, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hannegan, 
Johuson of Maryland, Johuson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, 
Moor, Niles, Rusk, Turney, and Westeou—26. 

After some remarks from Mr. Unperwoop ap- 
proving of the movement in France, as far as it | 
had gone, but expressing doubt as to the propriety | 
of congratulation before the work was finished— 

The question was taken on Mr. ElaLe’s motion 
to amend, which wasdecided in the negative: Yea 1, 
nays 28; Mr. Hace being absent, and Mr. Puetrs 
only voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. CASS then addressed the Senate in favor 
of the resolutions of Mr. ALLEN. 


The question was then taken on the motion of | 


Mr. Manevm to strike out the resolutions of Mr. 
ALLEN, and insert the series reported from the 


Committee on Foreign Relations, and decided as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dix, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, 
Lewis, Mason, Niles, Phelps, and ‘Turney—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, 
Breese, Cass, Crittenden, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, 
Feich, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Moor, Rusk, Spruance, 
Underwood, and Westcott—19. 


After a few remarks from Mr. CRITTENDEN, 
Mr. BUTLER, and Mr. DAVIS of Mississippi, 
the question was put on the passage of the resolu- 
tions, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bell, 
Bradbury, Breese, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Crittenden, Davis 
of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Felch, 
Foote, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, 
Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mason, Moor, Niles, Rusk, Spru- 
ance, Turney, Underwood, and Westcott—32. 

NAYS—None. 


The following are the resolutions as passed: 


Resolved, {c., That in the name and behalf of the Ameri- 
can people the congratulations of Congress are hereby ten- 
dered to the people of France upon the success of their 
recent efforts to consolidate the principles of liberty in a 
republican form of government. 

And be it further resolved, That the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he is hereby, requested to transmit this 
resolution to the American minister at Paris, with instruc- 
tions to present it to the French Government. 


At half-past six o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, pril 7, 1848. 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the payment of navy pensions for the year 
ending June 30, 1849. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the year 
ending June 30, 1849. 

Also, the bill which was referred to the commit- 
tee, making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending June 30, 1849, with sundr 
amendments; which bills were severally twice oer f 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


Mr. CUMMINS asked the House to take up 
the joint resolution just received from the Senate, 
tendering the congratulations of the United States 
to the French people. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
taken up. 


Mr. GRINNELL asked the House to take up 
the bill providing for the ventilation of passenger 
vessels, and for other purposes. 


There being no objection, the bill was taken up, 
considered, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, on leave, intro- 
— the following resolution; which was adopt- 
ed: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the causes of the extraordinary 
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delay in the transaction of the business at the Pension 
and that they report, at the earliest day practic 
measure as may, in their judgment, be necessar 
a more prompt and efficient disposition of bus 
bureau. 


cut, the House resolved itself into Commit 
the Whole on the 


of the days on which, under the rule, the calend 


jection is made, to be acted upon without debate. 


sentatives of George Fisher, deceased, was firs: 
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PRIVATE BILLS. 
On motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecti. 
t 
rivate calendar, (Mr. Toe 
son, of Mississippi, in the chair,)—this being one 


; ar 
is to be called over, and those bills to which no ob. 


The Senate bill for the relief of the legal repre- 


taken up. 

Mr. TOMPKINS moved an amendment, which 
was read and agreed to, and the bill was laid aside 
to be reported to the House. 


The following bills were taken up, considered, 
and ordered to be reported to the House without 
amendment: 

Senate bill for the relief of Peter Engels, sen. 

Bill for the relief of Elizabeth Converse, widow 
of Josiah Converse. 

Bill for the relief of Captain John Percival, cap- 
tain in the United States navy. 

Bill for the relief of H. Carrington, executor of 
Paulina Le Grand, deceased. 

Bill for the relief of Richard Reynolds. 

Bill granting a pension to John Morrison. 

Bill for the relief of William Harding. 

Bill for the relief of John S. Conger. 

Joint resolution for the relief of H. M. Barney. 

Bill for the relief of Sarah D. Caldwell, wife of 
James H. Brigham. 

Bill for the relief of Edna Hickman, wife of Al- 
exander D. Peck. 

Bill for the relief of William M. Blackford, late 
chargé d’affaires to the Republic of New Granada. 

Bill for the relief of Francis Hutinack. 

Bill for the relief of Eliza S. Roberts. 

Bill for the relief of Seth Morton. 

Bill for the relief of Joseph Johnson. 

Bill for the relief of Christopher H. Pix, of 
Texas. 


_Mr. SAWYER here moved that the committee 
rise. 

The question was put, and there were ayes 7, 
noes 83. 

A quorum not voting— 

The Chairman ordered the Clerk to call the roll, 
in compliance with the 126th rule of the House, in 
order ** that the names of the absentees might be 
wenger to the House, to be entered on the Jour- 
nal. 

The call having been completed, the committee 
rose, and the Chairman reported that the commit- 
tee, having found itself without a-quorum, the roll 
was called, and that 154 members had answered to 
their names. 

After making the foregoing report, the commit- 
tee resumed its session, and, after some time spent 
therein, 

On motion of Mr. RICHARDSON, the commit- 
tee rose, and the Chairman reported the action of 
the committee on the above-mentioned bills. 


A motion was made that when the House ad- 
pen it will adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

he question was decided in the negative, by yeas 
56, nays 97. 


The House then took up the foregoing bills re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole, concur- 
ed in the action of the committee, and the bills were 
ay read a third time, passed, and sent to the 

nate. 


Mr. McLANE asked the House to take up the 
resolution from the Senate tendering the congrati- 
lations of the United States to the French people. 
It was objected to. 

Mr. GREGORY asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, which was read; but, before any action was 
taken, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, -4pril 7, 1848. 

Mr. MANGUM rose to inquire if the resolu- 
tions which passed the Senate last evening were 
still in the possession of the Senate, so as to en- 
able him to move their reconsideration? 

The VICE PRESIDENT replied that they wer? 
out of the possession of the Senate. 

































































































rent 


purche 
the Ce 


Mr. 


purcha 


to the 


the co 
Mr. 
Finand 
with a 
call it 
Mr. 
tionar 
tion 0: 
Mr. 
Affairs 
Grand 


purcha 


lector 4 
concu 





a 


